
Poetry Collections of prose and verse. 

 

Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman 

First published in 1855, but expanded by Whitman throughout his life, this collection of po-

etry was unprecedented in its unapologetic joy in the physical and its inextricable link to the 

spiritual.  811.3 W 

 

I Shall Not Be Moved by Maya Angelou 

The author writes of the African American experience in a collection of poetry that captures 

the themes of African American history, love, heartbreak, triumph, and pain.  811.54 A 

 

Poetry Speaks: Hear Poets Read Their Work from Tennyson to Plath edited by 

Elise Paschen 

Offers brief biographies, critical interpretations, and selected poems by forty-two American, 

Irish, and English poets from 1892 to 1997, along with recordings of each of the authors 

reading the works aloud.  811.509 P 

 

Ten Poems to Change Your Life edited by Roger Housden 

Drawing on the words of wisdom from ten distinguished poets, the author explores such uni-

versal themes as the wisdom of dreams, the awakening of wonder, the longing for love, and 

the courage to live an authentic life.  808.81 T 

 

Paradise Lost by John Milton 

An epic poem on the clash between God and his fallen angel, Satan, is a profound meditation 

on fate, free will, and divinity, and one of the most beautiful works in world literature.   

821.4 M 

 

Old Glory: American War Poems from the Revolutionary War to the War on 

Terrorism edited by Robert Hedin 

This unique, comprehensive anthology gathers together more than two hundred poems writ-

ten by soldier-poets as well as poets on the home front, and are deeply personal, reflecting 

love of country, sacrifice, tragedy, glory, and sometimes disillusionment or dissent.   

811.008 O 

 

Ariel by Sylvia Plath 

An acclaimed anthology of vivid and emotionally shattering poems, written during the last 

months of Plath’s short life.  811.54 P 
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The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost 

A selection of poems from one of American literature’s most towering figures, who refined 

and even defined our sense of what poetry is and what it can do.  811.52 F 

 

 

Beowulf edited by Seamus Heaney 

A new translation of the Anglo-Saxon epic chronicling the heroic adventures of Beowulf, the 

Scandinavian warrior who saves his people from the ravages of the monster Grendel and 

Grendel’s mother.  829.3 B 

 

 

She Walks in Beauty: A Woman’s Journey Through Poems edited by Caroline 

Kennedy 

A selection of poetry that tells the story of a woman’s life including first land lasting love, 

marriage, motherhood, work, times of silence and solitude, and times of awe.  808.81 K 

 

 

The Raven and Other Poems and Tales by Edgar Allan Poe 

Sixteen selections of prose and poetry from one of America’s most important writers, accom-

panied by the newly commissioned illustrations of Daniel Alan Green.  811.3 P 

 

 

Sunflower Splendor edited by Wu-Chi Liu 

A collection of new translations of Chinese poems from earliest times to the mid-twentieth 

century draws on translations by more than fifty contributors of poems from all major genres 

and periods.  895.1 S 

 

 

For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow is Enuf by 

Ntozake Shange 

A theatrical celebration, in verse and prose, of being female and African American, incorpo-

rating the experience of triumph, joy, grief, and loss.  811.54  S 

 

 

Blackbird Singing: Poems and Lyrics 1965-1999 by Paul McCartney 

A highly personal collection from one of the major cultural figures of the last 50 years, con-

taining the lyrics to many of the best-loved Paul McCartney songs, and also poems that have 

never before been seen.  821.914 M 
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