
Best Multiculural 
General Fiction 

General Fiction whose characters are of 

diverse ethnic backgrounds, cultures, 

races. 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
Amir is the son of a wealthy Kabul merchant, a member of the ruling caste of Pashtuns. 

Hassan, his servant and constant companion, is a Hazara, a despised and impoverished 

caste. Their uncommon bond is torn by Amir's choice to abandon his friend amidst the  

increasing ethnic, religious, and political tensions of the dying years of the Afghan  

monarchy, wrenching them far apart. FIC HOSSEINI 

 

Life of  Pi by Yann Martel 

Pi Patel, having spent an idyllic childhood in Pondicherry, India, as the son of a zookeeper, 

sets off with his family at the age of sixteen to start anew in Canada, but his life takes a 

marvelous turn when their ship sinks in the Pacific, leaving him adrift on a raft with a  

450-pound Bengal tiger for company. FIC MARTEL (Large Print) 

 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
Follows three mothers, each at a crossroads, and their potential involvement in a riot at a 

school trivia night that leaves one parent dead in what appears to be a tragic accident, but 

which evidence shows might have been premeditated. FIC ACHEBE 

 

A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry 
The time is 1975. The place is an unnamed city by the sea. The government has just  

declared a State of Emergency, in whose upheavals four strangers--a spirited widow, a 

young student uprooted from his idyllic hill station, and two tailors who have fled the caste 

violence of their native village--will be thrust together, forced to share one cramped  

apartment and an uncertain future.  FIC MISTRY 

 

Midnight's Children by Salman Rushdie 
Born at the stroke of midnight, at the precise moment of India's independence, Saleem  

Sinai is destined from birth to be special. For he is one of 1,001 children born in the  

midnight hour, children who all have special gifts, children with whom Saleem is  

telepathically linked. FIC RUSHDIE  
 
 

One Hundred Years of  Solitude by Gabriel García Márquez 
The story is about the rise and fall of the mythical town of Macondo through the history of 

the Buendía family. It is a rich and brilliant chronicle of life and death, and the  

tragicomedy of humankind. In the noble, ridiculous, beautiful, and tawdry story of the 

Buendía family, one sees all of humanity, just as in the history, myths, growth, and decay 

of Macondo, one sees all of Latin America. FIC MARQUEZ  
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The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan  
In 1949 four Chinese women-drawn together by the shadow of their past-begin meeting in 

San Francisco to play mah jong, invest in stocks, eat dim sum, and "say" stories. They call 

their gathering the Joy Luck Club. Nearly forty years later, one of the members has died, 

and her daughter has come to take her place, only to learn of her mother's lifelong wish-and 

the tragic way in which it has come true. FIC TAN  

 

Interpreter of  Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri 
Navigating between the Indian traditions they've inherited and the baffling new world, the 

characters in Jhumpa Lahiri's elegant, touching stories seek love beyond the barriers of 

culture and generations. In "A Temporary Matter," published in The New Yorker, a young 

Indian-American couple faces the heartbreak of a stillborn birth while their Boston  

neighborhood copes with a nightly blackout. FIC LAHIRI  
 

A Suitable Boy  by Vikram Seth 
Lata and her mother, Mrs. Rupa Mehra, are both trying to find -- through love or through 

exacting maternal appraisal -- a suitable boy for Lata to marry. Set in the early 1950s, in 

an India newly independent and struggling through a time of crisis, A Suitable Boy takes us 

into the richly imagined world of four large extended families and spins a compulsively 

readable tale of their lives and loves FIC SETH 

 

The House of  the Spirits by Isabel Allende 
The House of the Spirits is the magnificent epic of the Trueba family -- their loves, their 

ambitions, their spiritual quests, their relations with one another, and their participation in 

the history of their times, a history that becomes destiny and overtakes them all.  

FIC ALLENDE 

 

The Constant Gardener by John Le Carré 
Tessa Quayle--young, beautiful, and dearly beloved to husband Justin--is gruesomely  

murdered in northern Kenya. When Justin sets out on a personal odyssey to uncover the 

mystery of her death, what he finds could make him not only a suspect, but also a target 

for Tessa's killers. FIC LE CARRÉ 
 

Family Matters by Rohinton Mistry 
Set in Bombay in the mid-1990s,Family Matters tells a story of familial love and  

obligation, of personal and political corruption, of the demands of tradition and the  

possibilities for compassion. Nariman Vakeel, the patriarch of a small discordant family, is 

beset by Parkinson's and haunted by memories of his past.  FIC MISTRY 
 
In the Time of  the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 
It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked 

Jeep at the bottom of a 150-foot cliff on the north coast of the Dominican Republic. The 

official state newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It does not mention that a 

fourth sister lives. Nor does it explain that the sisters were among the leading opponents of 

Gen. Rafael Leonidas Trujillo's dictatorship. FIC ALVAREZ 

 

 

 
 


