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Planning for  
Our Future

O
n Columbus Day I  
met with my entire 
team as part of our 
annual staff in-service.  

At this year’s meeting we spent considerable time 
reviewing and evaluating our current strategic plan 
that is set to expire in January. Perhaps the most 
notable changes that were made have been to our 
technology infrastructure, to the look and feel of 
our building and grounds, and to how we have 
fundamentally transformed the way in which we 
deliver, evaluate and strive to enhance our  
customer service philosophy.

Oxford Public Library is considerably busier 
today than it was when we set out to implement 
our current strategic plan five years ago. The 
number of programs we offer is up 19% while 
program attendance has risen by 31%. Likewise, 
traditional library services such as fielding reference 
transactions has increased by 61%. Clearly times 
are changing. With the advent of new technology 
libraries and library services have been on the  
cutting edge of developing better more efficient 
methods and systems used in product and 
information delivery. Our newly renovated lobby 
is just one example of implementing cutting-edge 
technology in an effort to reduce long-term costs  
and increase productivity. Our RFID (Radio 
Frequency Identification) system that is used in 
tracking and checking out materials, has made  
self-checkout more user friendly and efficient.  

The next phase of planning will entail additional 
meetings with both our staff and board of directors.  
Their input, coupled with the information we gather 
from our residents will set the stage for continued 
growth and expansion of library services in Oxford.  
We cannot have this dialogue, of course, without 
identifying shortcomings in how the library is  
funded. We realize it is an uncomfortable dialogue  
for some folks to have, but we respect that it  
is a significant piece of the puzzle that must be  
addressed in order for OPL to remain a  
predominant, strategic and influential catalyst  
in Oxford’s economic outlook. Transforming  
Tomorrow, Preserving Our Past, and Enriching  
Lives Today!—this is what we do at the Oxford 
Public Library.  
 

Transforming Tomorrow,

Preserving our Past,

& Enriching Lives Today

Director’s Notes
http://oxfordlibrarydirector.blogspot.com

Bryan J. Cloutier
Director & CEO



Library News & Something for Everyone 

2 • Oxford Public Library

2015 Oxford Public Library,  
Public Servant of the Year
Sandy Gilmore
This award is 
presented by 
the Library 
Director, to 
a member of 
the Oxford 
Public Library 
staff who 
demonstrates 
service before self, and exemplifies endless 
levels of dedication, professionalism and  
commitment to serving the residents of 
Oxford. Please join us in congratulating  
Adult Services Department Head, 
Sandy Gilmore, who always brings a 
positive outlook, leadership and a wealth 
of knowledge to our Adult Services 
Department. Congratulations Sandy!

Winter Art Exhibit: 
Oakland County Quilt Guild 
December, January, February
The Oakland County 
Quilt Guild is a  
non-profit organization 
devoted to promoting 
the art of quilting.   
With a membership approaching 150,  
the guild is active in donating hundreds  
of quilts to various groups and sharing  
their love of quilting by holding 
demonstrations and art shows throughout  
the area. A collection of quilts made by  
guild members will be on display in the  
Adult Services area. Please stop by to  
be inspired and to show your support to  
this warm, welcoming group of quilters.

Facts & Figures

2015 Data        
January  17,880   85  10,130  1,843   518   109  1,631 
February   16,446   35   663  1,364  3,039   82   1,671
March 19,923   57   804  1,708  6,934   92   1,769 
April 17,546   51   1,688  1,539  102   29   1,482 
May 15,501   23   241  1,398  4,982   73   1,230 
June 24,093   52   1,167  1,612  102   73   4,398 
July 23,327   73   2,462  1,668  52   73   6,471 
August 19,015   23   1,252  1,648  655   78   1,754 
September 17,761   34   479  1,634  34   62   1,393 
FYTD Totals 171,492 433 18,886 14,414 16,418 671 21,799
Percent Change (0)  16  111  1 311  (22)  5

2014 Data        
January  17,468   43  704  1,572   390   93  1,466 
February   16,895   40   599  1,674   24   87   1,622
March 20,013   54   776  1,824  103   146   1,757
April 18,233   45   1,333  1,694  14   107   1,837 
May 15,426   24   286  1,428  498   68   1,774 
June 21,635   48   2,481 1,675  2,551   91   3,279  
July 24,105   60   1,397 1,551  52   93   5,588  
August 19,229   19   929 1,391  270   92   1,839  
September 19,126   39   460 1,476  90   85   1,522  
FYTD Totals 172,130 372 8,965 14,285 3,992 862 20,684

Library News

Items 
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Programs 
Offered

Program 
Attendance

Public Computer  
& Wireless Usage

Outreach 
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Community 
& Study Room  

Usage

Reference 
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www.MiOPL.org

Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Many thanks to Domino’s Pizza 
of Oxford, who very generously  
provided pizza for our Amazing 
Race Lock In participants! 
 
Thank you to our Friends of the 
Library group for continuing to 
financially support our programs.

Thank you to the Northeast Oakland 
Historical Society, the Bossardet 
Family, Maudia Lanzotti and to 
Diane Betcher for loaning vintage 
postcards for the display at the 
library.

Something for 
Everyone
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All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online,  
in person at the adult reference desk, or  
by calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222.

No-sew Sock Snowman Craft
Wednesday, December 9 
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Make this cute sock 
snowman craft 
(©Handimania).  
Space is limited so 
please register early!

Holiday Make ‘n Take
Week of December 14
Come to the library to 
make this clever treat 
holder.  Everything 
will be provided – 
including the treat!  
While supplies last.

Community Conversation 
Wednesday, January 13
7:00 p.m. in the Atrium
Join the Center for 
Michigan for an 
opportunity to be 
heard by your state 
representatives 
regarding matters that 
affect the future of Michigan. 
 

Photosharing
Monday, January 18
7:00 p.m.
Learn about the 
different ways you can 
share photos that you’ve taken with your 
digital camera or smartphone.

Murder & Mayhem in Michigan
Monday, January 25
7:00 p.m.
True Crime author Tobin T. 
Buhk is an aficionado of  
dark history with a twist. He 
specializes in historic true 
crime and has written many 
books on the subject. Come hear him  
speak about some of the more interesting 
Michigan cases of murder and mayhem.

Book Bingo
December 15 (holiday party!), 
January 19, February 16
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
Play traditional 
bingo and win 
books.  Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, this 
fun-loving group 
welcomes new players.
 
Cake Pans
Check out our 
new selection  
of cake pans  
for you to  
check out!

Computer One-on-One 
Appointments  
Call the library 
to schedule a 
free half-hour 
appointment  
with one of our 
adult librarians. We will help you 
with any questions you may have 
on how to use a computer.

Upcoming Adult Programs

FIRESIDE CHAT & DISCUSSION
Fridays at 2:00 p.m.

December 11 
The Oxford Public Library - The 
Transformation of an Industry 
With Director Emerita, Judy Doublestein, 
Library Board President & Chairman, Duane 
Salswedel and Library Director & CEO, 
Bryan Cloutier.

January 8 
OCTV: It’s History and What Public 
Access Means for Oxford
With Terri Stiles, of OCTV

January 22 
Crime and Controversy at Oakdale: 
The Lapeer State Home
With author, Laura Fromwiller 
(book signing to follow).

February 5
The History of the Metamora Hunt Club
With Jaime Prather, granddaughter of 
Huntsman, Arthur Kirby.

February 19
CSI: What is it Really Like?
With Oakland County Forensic Laboratory 
Specialist, Rob Charlton



Adult Services & Teen Services

www.MiOPL.org

4 • Oxford Public Library

Chocolate
Tuesday, February 9
7:00 p.m.
Need we say more?  You’ll hear all about 
chocolate, walk away with a recipe or two and 
there will be a chocolate tasting where you’ll vote for your favorite.

Unique Street Names: The Man on the Street 
(and Women, too!)
Thursday, February 25
7:00 p.m. 
Many towns have an Elm Street, Washington 
Boulevard, or Second Avenue. Setting Detroit apart 
are the recognizable names of streets like Woodward, 
Beaubien, Mount Elliot and Selden. Behind each of 
these monikers is a man or woman who played a part in 
Detroit’s past. This unique presentation uses everyday street signs to 
explore the 300 years of Detroit’s history, and the story of the people 
whose legacy is traversed by citizens everyday.

Winter Reading – Tropical Escape
January 8 through February 19
We have a special winter reading program in 
store for you this year!  Stop by the Adult Desk 
beginning January 8 to register, get your bingo 
card and start earning tickets for prize drawings.  We will have 
weekly prize drawings beginning Friday, January 15 at 2:00 p.m.  
The Grand Prize drawing will be February 19.

Friday Night Lock-In 
(Grades 6-12 only)
Teddy Bear Sleepover / Winter Fun  
& Games
Friday, January 22 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Registration and a completed parent permission slip are 
required to attend. 
Space is limited so register early.
In conjunction with the Youth Department: Teens who attend this 
lock-in will host a ‘sleepover party’ for stuffed animals brought in 
by our younger patrons. Also, Snowball (Marshmallow) Catapults, 
Toilet Paper Snowmen, and a variety of Wintery Crafts. Plus some fun 
surprises in store—including our traditional lock-in ending game!

Teen Lego® Club 
Grades 6-12
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
January 12 and 26; February 9 and 23
Registration required, space is limited. 
Different themes and challenges every week.  
Build individually or in groups. 

  Michigan Science Center
  (Grades 3-8)
  Workshop 2: Roller Coasters
  Saturday, February 27
  2:00 p.m.
  Registration is required and begins January 4
  The Michigan Science Center is visiting Oxford Public Library this 
  winter for a special event. Middle school-age patrons in grades 
  6-8 can take part in this exciting Roller Coasters workshop! 
  Explore the physics behind roller coasters! We’ll work together 
  as a team to build a coaster while discussing different types of 
  energy, acceleration, and velocity.

 

Upcoming Adult Programs
Continued

Teen Programs 
Winter 2015-2016
Programs for Teens in Grades 6-12. Registration 
starts January 4 for ALL Winter Programs
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 Winter Reading Program: Interstellar Battles 
 Training Academy
  November 23 – December 16
  Registration required.
  Earn tickets by reading and reviewing books, attending programs 
  and doing game board activities! On December 17 there will be 
  a grand prize drawing for movie passes to the Oxford 7! 
  Events include:

• Build a Droid from recycled materials and craft supplies.
• Perler Beads.
• Sci-Fi Character Match Game.
• Intergalactic Spaceship Races. Prizes awarded for Longest 

Flight, Best Stunt Flying, Most Unique Design (that still flies).
• Coloring pages, puzzles & much more!

Creative Writing Group
For High School age students in 
grades 9-12 ONLY
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
January 13 and 27
February 10 and 24
Registration required, space is limited 
Are you a poet or novelist in the making? Share your writing with  
like-minded high school age students, receive positive feedback, 
and even learn some new skills. Bring your imagination and an 
encouraging attitude with you. Snacks and notebooks will be provided. 
 

Blind Date with a Book
During February, the Teen Department will be featuring 
a “Blind Date with a Book” display. Book “dates” will be 
hidden inside sealed envelopes for you to select from. 
Then ‘rate your date’ by turning in a review and receive 
a small prize.

Saturday Movie Matinee (Drop-in) 
2:00 p.m. Popcorn included!

Rise of the Guardians (PG)
January 16

Ice Age: Continental Drift (PG)
February 20

  
  All our Teen programs are for young people in grades 6 -12 
  only. Registration is required for the programs indicated. We 
  offer programs on a variety of days and times to accommodate 
  as many teen schedules as possible. Parents - please make 
  other arrangements for younger siblings so the Teens can enjoy 
  their library activities with their peers, without babysitting.

Teen Crafternoons
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (or until our supplies run out)
No registration required. 
Just come to the Teen department and be  
a maker.

Saturday, December 12
Make a card to say Happy Holidays, Happy 
Birthday or Thank You to someone special.

Saturday, January 9 
Repurpose plastic pop and water bottles into 
icicles and snowflakes. 

Saturday, February 13
Decorate a Valentine cookie! Give it to your 
‘Valentine’ or just eat it yourself. 
 
  Many thanks to Domino’s Pizza of Oxford, who very generously 
  provided pizza for our Amazing Race Lock In participants!
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Winter Youth Programs 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
November and December programs are ongoing. Call to inquire 
about openings. Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or 
by phone at (248) 628-3034 x216.
Registration for the Winter Session begins Monday, December 14.

Bitty Bops 
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap)
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
January 4 through February 8
Babies like stories and music too!  This program includes songs, 
nursery rhymes, fingerplays and short stories with your baby.  We 
want this to be a special time for you and your baby, so please
make other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time 
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
January 5 through February 9
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with your toddler.
We want to make this a special time for you and your toddler so 
please make other arrangements for siblings. 

Preschool Storytime 
(ages 3 – 5 years) 
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
January 7 through February 11
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes.  Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class. This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions.

After-School Adventures 
(grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
January 6 through February 10
Listen to stories and be creative with arts and  
crafts and other activities.

Lego® Club 
(grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
January 7 through February 11
Build amazing creations every week!  Each week 
you will have a different task to build something fun.

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
  January 6 through February 10
   Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this storytime for  
   all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3) 
  Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
  January 6 through February 10  
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to stories, songs, rhymes  
  and more!

OPL Kids’ Winter Reading Challenge (All ages)
December 1 – January 31
No registration required, just pick up a reading log 
How many books can OPL super readers read (or have read to them) 
in two months?  For each book you read, you’ll add a paper chain 
link to our snowman’s scarf decorating the Youth Department.

Gingerbread Houses (All ages with an adult helper)
Saturday, December 12
Session 1: 10:30 a.m.
Session 2: 12:00 Noon
Session 3:  1:30 p.m.
Registration is required and  
begins November 30.
Get into the holiday spirit and bring a grown-up to 
help you build a gingerbread house with graham 
crackers, frosting and candies!

Teddy Bear Sleepover (All ages of stuffed animals)
Friday, January 22
Drop off one stuffed animal by 4:30 p.m. on 
Friday, January 22. Pick up your stuffed 
animal any time after 11:00 a.m. on  
Saturday, January 23.

Special Programs 
(registration required when noted)
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Family Book Bingo (Ages 5 and up)
Saturday, February 6, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Registration is required and begins 
January 4.  
Note: Please sign up all family members 
who will attend. 
Come to the library, play Bingo, and win books as prizes.   
Bring the family and have a great time!

Elf on a Shelf (All ages)
December 1 - 23  
A book-loving elf has taken up residence in the  
Youth Department. Find her and you’ll receive a 
holiday sticker.

Holiday Break Crafts (All ages)
December 21 – 23; 28-30
Drop-in program, no registration required 
Drop in anytime while on break and enjoy a variety of winter crafts to 
make and take home.

Hunt for Hearts (All ages)
During the month of February, we will be hiding 
paper hearts throughout the Youth Department.  
If you find one and bring it to us at the Youth  
Desk, you’ll be entered into a prize drawing for  
a soft and huggable prize.

  Michigan Science Center:  
 Traveling Science Workshops
  Registration is required and begins January 4

  Workshop 1: Magnetic Marvels (Grades K-2)
  Saturday, February 27, 1:00 p.m.
  Discover the force of magnetism as we push and pull using  
  magnets  of all shapes and sizes. Students will make objects defy 
  gravity and see a magnet made by using electricity. 

  Workshop 2: Roller Coasters (Grades 3-8)
  Saturday, February 27, 2:00 p.m.
  Explore the physics behind rollercoasters!  
  We’ll work together as a team to build a coaster 
  while discussing the different types of energy, 
  acceleration, velocity, and more!

Special Programs Continued 
(registration required when noted)

S.T.E.A.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics) is coming to OPL.  Beginning in December, you 
will find a S.T.E.A.M. activity to explore with your children at 
our S.T.E.A.M. Station in the Youth Department.  Each month, 
we will feature a different topic to learn about with a hands-on 
activity.  Drop in anytime to explore the S.T.E.A.M. Station.

S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons (All ages)
Saturday, December 19 – Nutcrackers 
Saturday, January 9 – Winter Animals
Saturday, February 13 – Hearts 
Stop in anytime during the day for our S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons 
and create an art project that ties in with the S.T.E.A.M. Station 
activity of that month.
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Thursday, December 24 - Saturday, December 26
Thursday, December 31 - Saturday, January 2

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 18, 2015
Wednesday, December 16, 2015
Wednesday, January 20, 2016

What do the Friends do?
Recently we held our Annual Meeting where Chris McNally was reelected as President and Pat Bono 
reelected as Secretary.  It’s time to renew your Friends’ membership.  Applications are on line or available 
at the Library.  Thank you to the OPL patrons for donating a record number of books, CDs, DVDs, puzzles 
and other media for us to sell in our successful October book sale.  We made a profit of over $2,000.

Upcoming Events:  Look for a couple of seasonal silent auction baskets in earlier December as a warm up 
for our annual basket silent auction in February.  The next Book Sale will be in April.

Friends Board 
President

Ms. Chris McNally

Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Secretary

Ms. Patrice Bono

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Trustee

Ms. Brenda Washington

Trustee

Ms. Lyn Klages


