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Building Culture 
Through Art 
and Education 
Many Americans today have no 
idea what the (WPA), Works 
Progress Administration program 

was, let alone try to understand what it represented to 
the fundamental development and sustainability of our 
Nation’s history.  Weaved into the fabric and foundation 
of our societal and labor struggles and triumphs, its 
rich foundation brought working-class people, starving 
artists, and creative geniuses together in an effort to 
combat the problems we faced on the footsteps of the 
Great Depression.

According to the Department of Interior: 

“President Franklin D. Roosevelt put in place a 
series of government funded programs called the 
New Deal.  The New Deal had three main goals: 
relief, reform, and recovery.  To provide relief for 
the unemployed, the New Deal created several 
job programs aimed at getting Americans back to 
work with the largest being the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA).  The WPA was responsible 
for employing millions of workers in building and 
constructing infrastructure, parks and recreation 
facilities, and public buildings across the country.  
The WPA also employed artists, writers, actors, and 
musicians under the Federal Art Project (FAP) to 
provide the public access to the arts and humanities. 
While the WPA provided much needed jobs to 
Americans out of work, it also provided numerous 
communities with state and local projects designed 
to benefit the public for generations to come.” 

In some retrospect, however popular or unpopular 
it was at the time, and however different the 
circumstances and regulatory baselines may have 
been—the government bailout offered during the 
economic downturn in the early 2000s perhaps provided 

the same level of assurances needed to prevent the 
country from falling into another Great Depression.  
We can gain a lot from our history—if we just 
bother to take the time to learn from it.

On loan from the Northeast Oakland Historical Society 
and Museum, Barbara Benetti’s WPA inspired murals 
depicting ‘Old Oxford’ will be on display for a limited 
engagement at the Oxford Public Library. In partnership 
with the Northeast Oakland Historical Society and 
Museum, we are pleased to welcome the family of 
Ms. Benetti, as we honor her contributions to the local 
art scene and remind ourselves of bygone days of early 
Oxford and the significant contribution artists like she 
made to the WPA movement here in Michigan.

The collaborative relationship between the Library and 
the Museum has become an invaluable recipe to further 
the cause of community engagement, educational 
enrichment, cultural and historical preservation and 
awareness.  At OPL we are very pleased that the 
Museum and its Board of Directors has welcomed 
the concept of sharing resources for the benefit and 
prosperity of the people and families who call Oxford 
home.  We are honored to play a role in raising 
community awareness to new levels of historical, 
educational and cultural experiences.  We could not 
do what we do without the on-going support and 
commitment of the Museum as a community partner.  
Together we are making a difference one artifact and 
one story at a time—there is no doubt about that.  

More details of special programs, fireside chats and 
in-the-know information regarding the opening 
reception for the exhibition are available inside this 
issue of your OPL newsletter.  Consider this your open 
invitation to everything great and happening at OPL….   
        

     Bryan J. Cloutier
Director & CEO
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Gardenside Music

Debonair
Friday, January 11
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
A performance by
this jazz trio will be 
held during the special 
after-hours grand opening of the 
Library’s WPA-themed art exhibit.

Pete Folco
Thursday, January 17
7:00 p.m.
Lapeer-based musician, 
Pete Folco, will perform 
a repertoire of folk and 
storytelling songs from 
the WPA era.

Pam Jaslove Trio 
Thursday, February 14 
7:00 p.m.
Celebrate Valentine’s 
Day at the Library.  Enjoy 
songs from the 1920s 
and 1930s as performed by the Pam 
Jaslove Trio and indulge in some chocolate 
treats provided by the OPL Friends.
 

What exactly was the WPA?  
As described by the 
Library of Congress:
“In 1935, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt established the Works Progress 
Administration (the name was changed to 
Work Projects Administration in September 
of 1939), as part of his New Deal program 
to put millions of unemployed Americans 
back to work. In July of 1935, Federal 
Project Number One (Federal One) was 
established within the WPA as a central 
administration for the arts-related projects. 
Federal One provided funds specifically 
for artists, musicians, actors, and writers 
through the Federal Art Project (FAP), the 
Federal Music Project, the Federal Theatre 
Project, and the Federal Writer’s Project. 
FAP employed more than five thousand
artists in various art projects including the 
many poster divisions that were created 
throughout the United States.” (excerpt 
from The Library of Congress 2018, https://
www.loc.gov/collections/works-progress-
administration-posters/about-this-collection/)

www.MiOPL.org

Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

•  Rich and Marie Ames
    In Memory of Carl Wachholz 
    to purchase Children’s books 
    or programs.

Gifts
The Oxford Public Library would 
like to extend its gratitude to Billy 
Taylor for making a cash donation 
to the library toward digitizing 
The Oxford Leader.

Many thanks to the local businesses 
that donated coupons to our Summer 
Reading Program:

Coldstone Creamery
Eva’s Dairy Café
Funky Monkey Toys
Great Lakes Kids Energy Zone
Homegrown Brewery
Merge Art Studio
Splash Swim School
Tim Horton’s
Urban Air
Yo Club
You, Me & Bubble Tea

Something for 
Everyone

Facts & Figures
Items 

Checked Out
Programs 
Offered

Program 
Attendance

Public Computer  
& Wireless Usage

Outreach 
Services

Community 
& Study Room  

Usage

Reference 
Transactions

2018 Data       _ ____
January  15,694   58  7,454  1,467   1,558   120  1,366 
February   15,182   48   7,338  1,406  101   106   1,570
March 17,588   64   1,190  1,648  207   138   1,608 
April  15,895   65 1,611  1,658   82   111  1,603 
May   13,821   55   884  1,475  81   106   1,327
June 20,758   51   2,149  1,723  1,879   89   4,051 
July  21,047   71 2,535  1,707   45   88  4,573 
August   17,122   22   835  1,507  32   98   3,095
September 17,721   43   780  1,369  61   89   1,257 
FYTD Totals 154,828 477 24,776 13,960 4,046 945 20,450

The Library will have special exhibits and 
events related to the Federal Art Project 
and the Work Projects Administration
throughout the Library this winter.
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You Are Invited to a Special Event!
Friday, January 11, from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
We are pleased to share artwork 
created by locally renowned artist
Barbara Benetti, on loan from the 
Northeast Oakland Historical Museum.  
You are cordially invited to the grand 
opening of her WPA inspired exhibit on
Friday, January 11, from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Stroll through the various art displays 
at the Library while enjoying finger 
foods from Victoria’s and music 
performed by Debonair.  Barbara’s 
family will be attending this event and 
will give a brief talk about the artist.  
We hope you can join us for this special occasion. 
Please R.S.V.P. for this event.  All ages are welcome.

Enough to Live On: The Arts of the WPA
Monday, January 14, 7:00 p.m.
This documentary explores the important role that 
the arts in America played in our recovery from the 
Great Depression.
 
A Penny Saved is a Penny Earned – 
Decorate Your Own Piggy Bank
Saturday, January 19, from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Drop in and decorate your own piggy bank to start 
saving those pennies!  Ages 11 and up.  
While supplies last.

Diego Rivera and the Detroit Industry 
Murals
Wednesday, January 23, 7:00 p.m.
A speaker from the DIA will be at the Library to 
share the complex and intriguing story behind 
Diego Rivera and his Detroit Industry murals, 
which have now been declared a National 
Historic Landmark.

Scavenger Hunt
Month of January
Hunt for miniature WPA posters.  When you find one 
bring it to the reference desk for a treat!  All ages.

Show us Your Inner Artist Contest
Month of January
Share your WPA artistic creation with us for this 
special art contest.  Winner in each department will 
win a special prize.  Stop at the reference desks for 
more information.  For all ages.

Letter Writing Week
Week of February 4
Remember what we used to do before email, text 
and twitter?  Stop by the Library and try your hand 
at a handwritten letter.  We will have stationary and 
cards on hand for you in each department.  Don’t 
really owe anyone a letter?  Our servicemen always 
appreciate news from home!  Or try writing a letter 
to yourself to open 10 years from now.

Show us Your Favorite Pet/Animal
Month of February
Share a picture of your favorite pet or animal. Why?  
Just for fun! We will display the pictures and post 
them on Facebook for everyone to enjoy.

FIRESIDE CHATS
Fridays @ 2:00 p.m.

January 18 - Toby Benetti
Son of artist Barbara Benetti

January 25 - Donnaleen Lanktree
Rosie the Riveters

February 1 - Elizabeth Clemens
The WPA in Detroit

February 8 - Jacquie Piechowski
WPA Art History 
 
February 15 - Discussion of 
Historical Reuther Interview with Barbara Benetti



Book Bingo
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
December 18 (Holiday Party), 
January 22, February 19
Play traditional 
bingo and win 
books.  Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor - this 
fun-loving group 
welcomes new players.  
No registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
December 5, January 2, 
February 6
Bring a piece 
of your work to 
share, or get 
inspired to begin 
a new project.  
For ages 18 or older. 

Book Walk/Fireside Chat
Tuesdays at 1:30
December 4, January 8, 
February 5
Join one of the 
adult librarians 
and other book 
lovers for a walk 
around Powell Lake.  Share what 
you’ve enjoyed reading and get 
suggestions for new books to try. 
 
New – Vote for your Favorite! 
December – 
Christmas Movie
January – 
Favorite Game
February – 
Preferred Chocolate 
(vote this month and receive 
a chocolate treat!)

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, 
in person at the adult reference desk, or 
by calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222.

Make-n-Take
Mistletoe Paper Craft
Week of December 10 
Stop by the Adult Desk to make 
a charming mistletoe paper 
decoration – while supplies last. 

Snowman Hot Chocolate 
Baby Food Jar Craft
Saturday, December 1
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Please register for this quick, 
fun holiday craft that’s a 
decoration and treat all in one! 

  
  Winter Reading - Travel America
  January 4 through February 15
  Read books to get chances to 
  win prizes – what could be 
  more fun!  Choose from our 
  reading lists or write a book 
  review to receive extra 
  chances to win. Registration 
  begins January 4 and we will 
  have weekly prize drawings 
beginning  
  Friday, January 11 at 2:00 p.m.  The Grand 
  Prize drawing will be February 15 at 2:00 p.m.

Enough to Live On: 
The Arts of the WPA
Monday, January 14,
7:00 p.m.
This documentary explores 
the important role that the arts 
in America played in our 
recovery from the Great Depression.

***Oxford Library Friends Sponsored Event

 
Diego Rivera and the 
Detroit Industry Murals
Wednesday, January 23, 7:00 p.m.
A speaker from the DIA will 
be at the Library to share 
the complex and intriguing 
story behind Diego Rivera 
and his Detroit Industry 
murals, which have now been 
declared a National Historic Landmark.

Floating Palaces of 
the Great Lakes***
Monday, February 4, 7:00 p.m.
This presentation by Joel Stone 
from the Detroit Historical 
Society examines the growth 
of the Great Lakes Steamboat 
industry and the development of the ships that 
supported it. Of course, the dining experience 
will be included. That means there will be food 
so be sure to register for this program.

OUCARES Autism Outreach 
Wednesday, February 13, 7:00 p.m.
Come learn about a training 
program that teaches the 
interpersonal skills of how 
to get and keep a job to 
people with autism and 
other challenges! 

The Saginaw Trail
Tuesday, February 26, 7:00 p.m.
Join Leslie Pielack, author of 
The Saginaw Trail: From Native 
American Path to Woodward 
Avenue, for an exploration of how 
the ancient trail system brought 
the first pioneers face to face 
with indigenous people, leading 
sometimes to friendship and 
others to open conflict.

 WPA Art Exhibit Special Events
  WPA Art Exhibit Special Events include  
  Friday afternoon fireside chats, live 
  music, scavenger hunts, Show Us Your  
  Inner Artist contest, Letter Writing Week, 
  Show Us Your Favorite Pet/Animal, trivia, 
  art displays and more. Details for all of 
  these special event activities can be 
  found on page 3. 

Upcoming  
Adult Programs
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Teen Services
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Don’t Forget to Sign Up! 
Space is limited! Please sign up early! 
All programs are for teens in 6th-12th Grades.

NEW: Boredom Buster Mondays: Food 4 Thought
First Mondays: January 7 & February 4
4:30-5:30 p.m.
Bored? Don’t be! This NEW program will 
feature themed activities sure to entertain.
January 7: Candy Sushi - Because that’s 
     how we roll!
February 4: Edible Jewelry—Create edible art 
you can wear! 

Guitar Hero Tournament
Tuesday January 22
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Back by popular demand! Channel your inner Rock Star and play 
Guitar Hero with friends on the big screen! We will also snack on 
treats, play some mini games, and cheer on fellow guitarists. No 
previous Guitar Hero experience necessary.

Library Mysteries
Second Tuesdays: January 8 & February 12
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Can you solve the mystery in time? Search for clues, unlock secrets, 
and solve puzzles with other sleuths. Please register for this program.

  Teen Winter Reading 2019
  January 14 – February 18
  Read a book, fill out a review slip, and be entered for the chance   
  to win a Swag Bag filled with awesome prizes. It’s that easy! And 
  remember: The more you read, the better your chances of winning! 
 
Drop In Programs
No need to sign up—just show up.

WPA Exhibit Programs
Did you know that you can see history in your library?  
Come to visit the exhibit and stop in the Teen Department for 
puzzles, coloring pages, and a scavenger hunt.

Art Contest
January
Show us your inner artist! Color a picture or draw your own 
and submit it to the Teen Desk for a chance to win a small prize.  
This contest is staff judged and the winner will be notified 
in early February.

Cookie Decorating
Saturday December 1, Noon-3 p.m. 
(while supplies last)
Decorate (and then eat) a cookie at this holiday-themed Crafternoon. 

ELF Movie Night
Tuesday December 11, 6:00-7:45 p.m.
Warm up and come watch the holiday classic, ELF, on the big screen! 
Our snacks will be the usual of elf culture, sticking to the four main food 
groups: candy, candy canes, candy corns, and syrup! Just kidding. 
We will be snacking on some delicious cookies and hot cocoa. 

Book Groundhogs 
Saturday February 2, Noon-3 p.m. 
(while supplies last)
Stop in and make a Book Groundhog - complete 
with optional shadow - at this very special Crafternoon. 

Perler Bead Club
Third Wednesdays: January 16 & February 20
NEW TIME: 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Drop in and make a Perler Bead masterpiece! 

Dungeons & Dragons Club 
First and Third Thursdays: 
December 6 & 20, January 3 & 17, February 7 & 21, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
This classic role-playing game will allow you to embark on an Epic 
Quest without ever leaving the library! No experience necessary. 
Create your character in the first session!

Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.)
Last Thursdays: January 31 & February 28, 5:30 p.m.
It’s your teen department! Help brainstorm programs, service 
projects and materials to add to the collection. You’ll be the first to 
hear about upcoming programs and have other exclusive perks only 
available to TAB members. Come see what we’re all about.

  Hope Closet
  February—All Month Long
  OPL will be a drop-off location for Hope Closet. We’ll 
  be accepting donations of formal dresses, shoes, 
  and other accessories. All dresses must be clean 
  and appropriate attire for high school. Hope Closet 
  is a non-profit organization working to provide young 
  women with the opportunity to attend special high school events 
  with a dress of their choice, regardless of financial constraints 
  or limitations.

Volunteer!
Need hours for NHS, Scouting, or other service group? Look no 
further than Oxford Public Library! We’re looking for responsible 
teen volunteers to help us out around the library. You MUST be 
6th-12th Grade to volunteer. Stop by the Teen Desk for details.

Teen Winter 2018 / 2019
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Youth Services
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Winter Youth Programs 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
November and December programs are ongoing.  Call to inquire 
about openings. Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or by 
phone at (248) 628-3034 x216.
Registration for the Winter Session begins Monday, December 17.

Bitty Bops 
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap) 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
January 7 through February 11
Babies like stories and music too!  This program 
includes songs, nursery rhymes, fingerplays and 
short stories with your baby.  We want this to be a 
special time for you and your baby, so please make 
other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
January 8 through February 12
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with your toddler.
We want to make this a special time for you and your toddler 
so please make other arrangements for siblings.

Preschool Storytime 
(ages 3 – 5 years)  
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
January 10 through February 14
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes. Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class.  This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions.

After-School Adventures  
(grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
January 9 through February 13
Listen to stories and be creative with 
arts and crafts and other activities.

Lego® Club 
(grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
January 10 through February 14
Build amazing creations every week! Each week 
you will have a different task to build something fun.

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages  
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
   January 9 through February 13
   Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this 
   storytime for all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3) 
  Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
   January 10 through February 14 
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to stories,
   songs, rhymes and more!

Gingerbread Houses (All ages with an adult helper)
Saturday, December 8
Session 1: 10:30 a.m.
Session 2: 12:00 Noon
Session 3:  1:30 p.m.
Registration is required 
and begins November 19.
Get into the holiday spirit and bring a grown-up to 
help you build a gingerbread house with graham 
crackers, frosting and candies!

S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons (All ages)
Saturday, December 15 – Gravity 
Saturday, January 19 – Money
Saturday, February 16 – Dinosaurs
Stop in anytime during the day for our 
S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons and create an art 
project that ties in with the S.T.E.A.M. Station activity of that month. 
 
Elf on a Shelf (All ages)
December 1 - 22
A mischievous elf has taken up residence in the Youth 
Department. Find her and you’ll receive a holiday sticker.

Special Programs 
(registration required when noted)
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Youth Services
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Holiday Break Crafts (All ages)
December 26-29, 2018 & January 2-5, 2019
Drop-in program, no registration needed 
Drop in anytime while on break and enjoy a 
variety of winter crafts to make and take home.

Free Poster Giveaway (All ages)
Wednesday, January 16, 11:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
(or while supplies last)
Drop-in and pick out a free poster!  We have lots of fun posters 
with many of your favorite characters on them to give away.

Hunt for Hearts (All ages)
During the month of February, we will be 
hiding paper hearts throughout the Youth 
Department.  If you find one and bring it to 
us at the Youth Desk, you’ll be entered into
a prize drawing for a soft and huggable prize.

Family Book Bingo (Ages 5 and up)
Saturday, February 2, 11:00 a.m. – Noon
Registration is required and begins 
January 7.  Note: Please sign up all family 
members who will attend.
Come to the library, play Bingo, and win 
books as prizes.  Bring the family and have
a great time!

  ***Library Friends sponsored event***
   Animals Around the World (All Ages) 
    Wednesday, February 6, 6:30 p.m.
    (Drop-in program, no registration needed) 
   Join us for an exciting look at live animals
   from different countries and diverse 
   ecosystems.  Learn about similarities, 
   differences and unique attributes of each 
   animal. This program is up-close, 
   hands-on, safe and fun!  

   Preschool Fair
   Wednesday, February 27, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
   (Drop-in program, no registration needed) 
   Is your child reaching preschool age?  Are you looking for a 
   preschool that will be the best fit for your child? Preschools 
   from Oxford and the surrounding communities will be here to 
   provide information to prospective parents about their 
   preschools so you can find that perfect fit. 

See the WPA page for more library-wide 
programming fun.

Special Programs Continued 
(registration required when noted)
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Secretary
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Ex Officio
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Contact
248.628.3034 voice
248.969.9492 fax
www.MiOPL.org

Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Monday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas Day 

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 19, 2018
Wednesday, January 16, 2019
Wednesday, February 20, 2019

Monday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve
Tuesday, January 1 - New Year’s Day

   From the Friends...
   The Friends of OPL raise funds to help support library programs, activities and special projects. Thanks to
   community support, our annual fall book sale was a huge success.  Between membership dues and book sales,
   we raised over $2,300.  Please keep on donating those books!

   We had a presence at the Scarecrow Festival.  Despite the rain, we enjoyed handing out candy and free books
   to all the children who came by. 
   
   One of our new fundraising ventures was the Holiday Vendor Fair held on November 3rd.  We had 14 
   vendors selling various products.  Our next big fund raiser is our basket silent auction coming in February.
    We really appreciate our local businesses who donate to this fun event.

  Next Book Sale-April 25-27


