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Why Reading 
To Your Child 
Is So Important  
Reading to your child from an early 
age is an important component in 
his or her developmental stages.  

There have been many levels of psychological and 
early childhood developmental research conducted 
over the years to support and to drive this ideology.  
We cannot underestimate how important the presence 
of a strong male role model has proven to be in this 
equation.  Fathers need to share in reading bedtime 
stories and helping their children with homework in 
cases where mothers have traditionally taken on this 
role in precursory parenting behaviors.  One of the 
main motivators behind encouraging this type of shared 
parenting participation is to identify and to help fathers, 
who may have even been reluctant readers themselves, 
to bridge and to close this generational gap.  Fathers 
can gain the confidence needed to assist their own 
children to overcome any reluctances as they move 
though their educational career.  This will also 
develop stronger relationships between young 
boys and their fathers.
  
Reading has for quite some time been associated as 
an early indicator of academic success.  Oxford Public 
Library offers a number of programs and services to 
help your child and you build a connection and a strong 
foundation for academic achievement.  Our Youth 
Services team provides curriculum researched Early 
Literacy programs such as Bitty Bops, a program that 
is developed for parents and children before age 2 that 
includes songs, nursery rhymes, finger plays and short 

stories.  Likewise, Toddler Time, is a program 
that focuses on the continuation of developmental 
progress of children ages 24 months to 35 months 
which builds on fine motor and cognitive development 
skills. Preschool Storytime, is geared to children 
age 3 to 5 years and is a natural progression that 
combines the fundamentals of both Bitty Bops and 
Toddler Time, and adds independent listening and 
mental dexterity in order to prepare your child for 
group learning in a more traditional and more 
formalized educational environment. 
  
According to 1,000 Books Foundation, a non-profit 
foundation developed to promote Early Literacy, “public 
formal education does not typically start until ages 5 
to 6.  Before then, parents and caregivers are the first 
education providers during the 0 to 5 early critical years. 
The 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten challenge is a 
simple (read a book, any book to your child, with the 
goal of reading 1,000 before kindergarten) and very 
manageable endeavor.”  OPL’s 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten program is an excellent way to supplement 
your child’s developmental and learning experience.  
These structured learning opportunities, coupled 
with The Early Literacy Station™ (ELS), includes 50 
educational games and software programs spanning 
seven curricular areas. The ELS makes learning fun, 
which makes learning effective.  Our Youth Services 
team would be happy to assist you in learning more 
about these programs and initiatives, along with many 
other resources that are available at OPL.  Stop by the 
Youth Services Department or contact the department 
directly at 248.628.3034 x216 for more information 
on how we are here to help.  Transforming Tomorrow, 
Preserving our Past, and Enriching Lives Today.  This is 
what we do every day at the Oxford Public Library.
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A Little Civility Does Go a 
Long Way…. It Really Does.  
The Oxford Public Library is pleased 
to welcome Dr. Lee Meadows, Ph.D., 
professor, author and motivational speaker, 
to begin a community dialogue on the topic 
of civility.  Dr. Meadows holds a B.A. in 
Telecommunications, an M.A. in Counseling 
and a Ph.D. in Higher Education, all from 
Michigan State University.  He is a 30-
year veteran of designing and delivering 
organizational interventions for a 
cross-section of industries. He has 
been both practitioner and teacher, having 
trained managers in the corporate and 
academic classroom.  

In October of 2017 Dr. Meadows was 
invited to open and lead a year-long 
discussion on the topic of civility with the 
staff and administration of the Oxford 
Public Library.  He provided insight, reason 
and rationale into a very simple word that 
is backed by a very complex system of 
behavioral trends and social patterns.  

As your Library Director I would personally 
like to welcome everyone to join us for the 
next chapter in this dialogue where we 
come together in a town hall forum 
to listen and learn.  We optimistically 
believe that together we will be able to 
reach a community of understanding 
where disagreements are thoughtfully 
and respectfully considered, resulting 
in productive, thoughtful, and tactful 
resolutions.  We fully understand that as a 
community it is inevitable that there will be 
disagreement with each other from time 
to time.  It is only natural, but we need to 
remember to hold ourselves and each 
other accountable for our actions. We 
also believe that in order to do so with 
civility in mind—we need to be respectful 
of organizational and personal individual 
boundaries.   Please join us as we learn 
from each other and together build a 
better community in which to live, work 
and raise our families.

www.MiOPL.org

Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

• Janet Keller
• Donald & Nancy Pais
• Oxford Garden Club
   In Memory of Darlene Toliver

Facts & Figures

2017 Data       _ ____
January  15,145   61  9,856  1,559   1,194   101  1,359 
February   15,877   48   8,883  1,635  17   91   1,496
March 17,379   64   1,326  1,809  113   111   1,546 
April  14,541   71  1,563  1,553   13   101  1,313 
May   14,756   36   598  1,545  447   114   1,241
June 19,765   50   1,224  1,613  1,918   39   3,723  
July  21,022   62  1,927  1,628   287   69  4,728 
August   19,003   33   1,525  1,790  19   65   3,779
September 15,370   40   765  1,452  14   77   1,369  
October 15,459   60   1,957  1,735  80   100   1,474  
November 14,659   49   947  1,483  76   90   1,364  
December 12,027   29   816  1,155  27   72   1,033  
FYTD Totals 195,003 603 31,387 18,957 4,205 1,030 24,425
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Something for Everyone



Book Bingo
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
March 20, April 17, May 15
Play traditional bingo and win 
books.  Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, this 
fun-loving group 
welcomes new 
players.  No 
registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
March 7, April 4, May 2
Bring a piece of your work to 
share, or get 
inspired to begin 
a new project.  
For ages 18 or 
older. 

Book Walk /
Fireside Book Talk
Tuesdays at 1:30
March 6, April 3, May 1
Join one of the adult librarians 
and other book lovers for a 
fireside book 
talk.  Share what 
you’ve enjoyed 
reading and get 
suggestions for 
new books to try.

Something for Everyone & Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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Gardenside Music
Stop by the Library 
to hear the following 
performers in the
atrium, Gardenside:

Thursday, March 15, 7:00 p.m.
Exit 155 (Unplugged)
Adam Gentry and Kevin Bayliss, members 
of the local musical group Exit 155, will 
be performing acoustic versions of cover 
songs.

Thursday, April 19, 7:00 p.m.
Schola Cantorum 
A group of men who sing at Immaculate 
Conception Church, Lapeer, will be 
performing Gregorian Chant.

Thursday, May 17, 7:00 p.m.
Valve and Voice
Paul Parente and Susana Woloson will bring 
their love of Swing and Jazz, playing the 
best from Frank Sinatra, Rosemary 
Clooney, Duke Ellington, and more.

Flipster
The Library’s new digital 
magazine collection 
Flipster is here! Get 
access to all kinds of magazines in an easy-to-
read digital format. 
If you need help getting started please stop 
by the Library or give us a call.

Change is Coming
This spring TLN Shared System Libraries will 
be introducing a new and improved checkout 
system and catalog. Until this process is 
completed, MeLCat will be suspended 
beginning April 1, 2018. Please speak with our 
Support Services & Circulation Department if 
you have any questions.

All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, in 
person at the adult reference desk, or by
calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222.

Book Club?  Book Club!
We will meet by the 
fireplace to discuss the 
following titles:
 
March:
Friday, March 2, 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 28, 7:00 p.m.
Nine Women, One Dress by Jane Rosen

April:  
Friday, April 6, 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 25, 7:00 p.m. 
News of the World by Paulette Jiles

May
Friday, May 4, 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 30, 7:00 p.m.
Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty

  A Community Discussion on   
  Civility with Dr. Lee Meadows
  Monday, March 5, 7:00 p.m.
  Civility, or politeness, or 
  courtesy. We could all 
  use a dose of it. Dr.   
  Meadows will be 
  sharing information and     
  tools we can use as a community to 
  develop a more civilized behavior 
  towards each other. Please join us! 

Cake Decorating
Tuesday, March 13, 7:00 p.m.
Join the library’s own 
very talented cake 
decorator to learn some 
tricks that will help make 
all your treats stand out!
Space is limited so please be 
sure to register early.

Upcoming 
Adult Programs

(Continued on page 4)
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Wildlife Rehabilitating – 
Is It For You?
Monday, March 26, 7:00 p.m.
Have you or someone you know ever found 
an injured wild animal and wished you could 
help?  How about babies wandering around crying without their 
mother? Join DNR Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator Holly Hadac 
to learn what wildlife rehabilitating is all about.  

The Witch of Delray
Thursday, April 12, 7:00 p.m.
Join journalist and author Karen Dybis, for a 
discussion of her book The Witch of Delray: Rose 
Veres & Detroit’s Infamous 1930s Murder Mystery. 

Make ‘n Take Tea Bag Holder
Week of May 7th
While supplies last!

Learn More About Your OPL Virtual Library
Monday, May 7, 7:00 p.m.
Learn all about the fun that is available to you outside of the 
Library using your Oxford Public Library Card.  Tumblebooks 
(reading, activities, games!), Rosetta Stone (learn a new 
language!), Consumer Reports (get ready to shop!) just to 
name a few.   Are you going on a long trip?  Learn about the 
reading materials available to you through Overdrive and 
Flipster.  Not sure what to read next?  We’ll show you how to 
use Novelist to get your next list of great reads.

Red White and Blue Ribbon Wreath
Saturday, May 12, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Make this easy tied ribbon wreath using a 
variety of red, white and blue ribbons.  
Space is limited so please register early!

  #We Heart Lock-Ins
  Friday April 6
  6:00-9:00 p.m. (doors open @ 5:45 p.m.) 
  Wrap up your Spring Break in the best possible way at this  
  awesome lock-in party. We’ll have games, Perler Beads, pizza, 
  prizes, and other fun surprises as well as our traditional Lock-In 
  Game. Space is limited, so register early to guarantee a spot. 
  Parent-signed permission slip required. 

April is Poetry Month
Poetry Slam!
Wednesday April 11
4:00-5:00 p.m.
Are you a poet? Munch on snacks and share your 
writing (or just listen to what others have to share) at 
OPL Teen Department’s first ever Poetry Slam! Please 
Register so we know how many to expect. Program is 
open to Teens 6th-12th grade.

Shakespearean Insult Generator & Black Out Poetry
All Month Long
Back by popular demand! Stop by the Teen Department and create 
some Shakespearean insults with our authentic Shakespearean Insult 
Generator. Or try your hand at some Black Out Poetry. All teens who 
participate will be entered to win a magnetic poetry kit. So don’t 
forget to ask your friendly Teen Librarian for an entry form!

  Join the Club
  Check out our year-round activities especially
   for teens. No need to sign up. Just drop in!

  Maker Station Saturdays
  First Saturdays: March 3, April 7, May 5
  Noon-4:00 p.m.
  We’ll be rolling out our Maker Cart so you can get crafty. Different 
  art supplies each month. Just bring your imagination. Drop in and 
  create something awesome.

Upcoming 
Adult Programs Continued

Teen Programs Spring 2018
Registration for Spring Programs begins
March 1 @ 10:00 a.m.

Continued on page 5
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Teen Services
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  Fandom Kingdom
  First Mondays: March 5, April 9, May 7
  4:00-5:00 p.m.
  Meet others who share your interests and discover new Fandoms 
  at this teen-run program (that means YOU decide what to do each 
  month—whether discussing the latest film adaption, sharing fan 
  fiction, or talking about your favorite ships). Whatever your Fandom, 
  this place is for you!

 Perler Bead Club
  Third Wednesdays: March 21, April 18, May 16
  3:30-5:00 p.m.
  Stop by and create a Perler Bead masterpiece!

  Teen Gamers
  Fourth Tuesdays: March 27, April 24, May 22 
  6:30-7:30 p.m.
  Select from a large selection of tabletop games to play. 
  Cards, trivia, board games, puzzles, and beyond! 

  Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.)
  Fourth Thursdays:  March 29, April 26, May 24
  5:30-6:30 p.m.
  It’s YOUR Teen Department! Help brainstorm programs, service 
  projects, and materials to add to the collection. Be the first to 
  hear about upcoming programming!  TAB members also have 
  exclusive opportunities to assist with special projects.

Money Smart Week
Saturday, April 28
1:00-4:00 p.m. or until supplies run out
Drop in for a special Crafternoon!  Make a coin wallet or a Duct 
Tape wallet.  Guess how much money is in the jar for a special prize!

Hope Closet
March
During the month of March, we will be accepting 
donations of clean, lightly-used formal dresses and 
accessories. Hope Closet is a non-profit organization 
working to provide young women with the opportunity 
to attend special High School events with a dress of 
their choice, regardless of financial constraints or limitations.  

SAT Practice Test
Saturday, April 14, 10:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Follow up meeting for results: April 23, 7:00 p.m.
The next SAT testing date is May 5, 2018. Here’s your chance to 
practice for free!  This program is presented by Above Grade 
Level Tutoring.  Bring number 2 pencils and a graphing calculator.  
There will be a follow-up meeting to receive your results on April 23
 at 7:00 p.m.  Please provide an e-mail address when registering.

Spring Terrariums
Saturday, May 19, 1:00 p.m.
Join Kristy Bower and make your 
own terrarium! If you have a special 
container you would like to use, feel free 
to bring it. Otherwise, all supplies are 
included. Space is limited! Register early!

Spring Murder Mystery Series
Second Tuesdays: March 13, April 10, May 8 
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Become a master sleuth! Solve the case 
together by finding clues, breaking codes, 
and solving puzzles. Please bring your 
attention to detail. Please register for this 
event as space is limited.

Become a Teen Volunteer & WIN!
As a Teen Volunteer, you’ll have the chance to earn prizes and 
be eligible for exclusive (and awesome) opportunities—just 
for helping out at your library! You’ll also be able to earn hours 
toward NHS, Scouting, and other service groups. Stop by the 
Teen Desk for details. MUST be in grades 6-12 to qualify for this 
program. 

PLEASE NOTE: All of our programs are created with teens 
in mind and are for young people in 6th-12th grades ONLY! 
Parents, please make alternate plans for younger siblings. Due 
to limited space and resources, some programs may require 
registration.

Teen Programs 
Spring 2018 Continued
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Youth Services
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Spring Youth Programs 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or 
by phone at (248) 628-3034 x216.
Registration for Session 1 begins Monday, February 12
Registration for Session 2 begins Monday, March 19

Bitty Bops (babies under age 2, with an adult lap) 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: February 26 through March 26
Session 2: April 16 through May 7 
Babies like stories and music too!  This program includes songs, 
nursery rhymes, fingerplays and short stories with your baby.  
We want this to be a special time for you and your baby, so 
please make other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time 
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Session 1: February 27 through March 27
Session 2: April 17 through May 8
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with your toddler.
We want to make this a special time for you and your toddler so 
please make other arrangements for siblings. 

Preschool Storytime (ages 3 – 5 years)
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
Session 1: March 1 through March 29
Session 2: April 19 through May 10
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes.  Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class.  This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions.

After-School Adventures (grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 1: February 28 through March 28
Session 2: April 18 through May 9
Come on an exciting journey through books!  Each week we will visit 
different topics using books, songs, games and crafts.  Join us on 
this fun reading adventure!

Lego® Club (grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 1: March 1 through March 29
Session 2: April 19 through May 10
Build amazing creations every week! Each 
week you will have a different task to build something fun.

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
   Session 1: February 28 through March 28
   Session 2: April 18 through May 9
   Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more 
   in this storytime for all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
  Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
   Session 1: March 1 through March 29
   Session 2: April 19 through May 10  
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to stories, 
  songs, rhymes and more! 

We All Scream for Ice Cream 
(March – May, All Ages)
How tall can we make our giant ice cream cone? 
Every time you read a book, ask us for a scoop of ice cream. 
You can write your name on it and add it to the big ice cream 
cone in the Youth Department. 
 
S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons (All Ages)
Saturday, March 10 – Outer Space
Saturday, April 14 – Birds
Saturday, May 12 – Shapes
(Drop-in, no registration necessary) 
Come do a craft project that ties in with our S.T.E.A.M. theme of the month. 
 
March is ‘Read to a Dog Month’ (All ages)
Mondays, March 5, 12, 19, 26, 4:30-6:00
Saturdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Come to the library and read to a special 
therapy dog. They don’t care how fast or how 
slowly you read; they are very patient listeners.  
You can read one of your books or one of the 
library books. The dogs like all kinds of stories. 
Call the library or stop in to sign up for a 
15 minute time slot. [248-628-3034, ext. 216]

Special Programs 
(registration required when noted)
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April is Poem in Your Pocket Month (Ages 5-11)
April is Poetry Month!  Carry a poem in your pocket or choose 
one at the Youth Desk during the month of April, read it to a 
librarian in the Youth Department, and get entered into a raffle 
for a special poetry-themed prize.  Limit of one entry per day.  
Drawing will be held on April 30.

Spring Break Crafts (All ages)
Saturday, March 31 through Saturday, April 7 
(during regular library hours)
(Drop-in program, no registration required)
Drop in anytime while on break and enjoy a variety of spring 
crafts to make and take home. 
 
Summer Camp Resource Fair
Wednesday, April 25, 4:30-7:00 p.m.
(Drop-in program, no registration required) 
Program Directors and staff from area summer programs and 
camps will be available with information regarding their summer 
activity offerings. 

Makerspace Fun (Grades 1-5)
Saturday, April 28, 11:00 am – 12:15 pm
(Registration is required and begins March 19)
Come explore and create using recycled or 
repurposed items and imagination. Use 
cardboard, paper, glue, foam, and a variety 
of other materials to design and create your 
own project to keep. We will provide all 
materials.You just bring your imagination!

  1000 Books Before Kindergarten
  1000 Books Before Kindergarten is a Library program that 
  encourages all families and caregivers to read at least 1000 books 
  with their young children before they enter Kindergarten. Reading 
  to preschool-age children builds vocabulary, language skills, and 
  helps prepare them with the skills they need for Kindergarten. In as 
  little as 15 minutes a day, families can build the skills for future 
  school and life success.

  How does 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten work?
   Getting Started – Pick up a free 1000 Books Before 
   Kindergarten Reading Log at Oxford Public Library. 
   Any child aged 0-5 can participate.

   Track Your Reading – Each time your child listens to a book, 
   record it in your reading log.

   Show Us Your Reading Logs – Each time you and your child 
   reach a milestone bring in your reading log and collect your prize. 
   Read 1,000 books before kindergarten and your child will receive 
   a free book of their very own.

   *Thank you to the Oxford Library Friends for helping sponsor
   this program.*

Special Programs Continued 
(registration required when noted)
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Saturday, May 26, 2018 (Memorial Day observed)
Monday, May 28, 2018 (Memorial Day)

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 21, 2018
Wednesday, April 18, 2018
Wednesday, May 16, 2018

   From the Friends...
   The Friends of OPL raise funds to help support library programs, activities and special projects.  Thanks to 
   community support of our fundraisers, the Friends were able to donate money for programming and retrofitting 
   tables in the Adult Services Department with power charging stations.  

   We have two more major fundraisers this spring.  In early March, our silent auction baskets will be available to bid 
   on. We are so lucky to have business community support for this endeavor.  Our spring book sale will be held April
   19th 20th and 21st.  Keep the donations coming.  We depend on these donations to make our book sales successful.
  
   Haven’t joined yet?  The OPL Friends welcome new members.  If you have time to volunteer, great, if not they
   welcome your financial support too.  Ask someone at the information desk for an application or go online 
   http://www.miopl.org/index.php/about/friends-of-the-library. 

  Join us for our Annual Meeting Wednesday, March 14, at 7 P.M.

Friends Board 
President

Ms. Chris McNally

Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Secretary

Ms. Lyn Klages

Trustee

Ms. Pam Brooks

Trustee

Mr. Dennis Erard

Trustee

Ms. Alice Kowalski

Ex Officio

Mr. Bryan Cloutier 


