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OPL, Bringing
the World to
Your Fingertips 

I
s your Oxford Public Library 
card up-to-date?  If not, 
then you really should visit 
us soon if you would like to 

take full advantage of the many new online resources 
now available to you at OPL.  We are very pleased 
to be able to bring your family and you some really 
exciting new additions in 2017 while continuing to 
maintain an already rich lineup of online educational 
resources. As we expand our online offerings, the 
library has committed to investing over $13,000 
into its digital resource collection.  We have added 
NoveList Plus®, Library Aware, Novelist Select®, 
online access to Consumer Reports®, and Rosetta 
Stone® Library Solutions.  We will be maintaining our 
Overdrive® downloadable eLibrary, our Online Book 
recommendation newsletters and access to Ancestry 
Library® Edition.  

Our newly purchased suite of NoveList® resources 
pairs seamlessly well with the NoveList® K-8 
product that is already provided to you free through 
the Michigan eLibrary (MeL). The added breadth 
of these resources is designed to assist you in 
identifying a read-alike title for your favorite genres 
and authors or to help you organize all the titles in 
a particular series that you want to read. It can also 
help you find books that match your reading level 
and interests so that you have an easier time filling 
up your to-read list with many new titles. With online 

access to Consumer Reports®, you will now have 
latest ratings, reviews, expert buying advice, and 
product comparisons to over 7,000 products at the 
convenience of your fingertips.  We are perhaps most 
excited, however, to be able to offer our taxpayers 
access to Rosetta Stone® Library Solutions.  For 
our Oxford students who are actively engaged 
and committed to completing an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum, and for our business 
residents who are employed in a position that 
requires the ability to communicate and work on a 
global-level, this robust language learning database 
has been identified as one of the most respected by 
both the private and public sectors.  Each of these 
resources are available from within the library—with 
most also available remotely from work or from 
home with a valid Oxford Public Library card.

This advanced technology push comes at the heels 
of debuting our new library Strategic Initiatives and 
Objectives, Plan 2020, targeted for adoption and 
release late in the first quarter of this year. Additional 
technological advancements in the way we deliver 
library services to you are currently being evaluated 
and considered for possible release later this year as 
well. The possibilities excite us. Our future is about 
to unfold some of the boldest and most innovate 
advancements in technology our small-town library 
has ever experienced. So what is it that is in your 
future? Stay tuned….     
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Welcome Spring Coloring Contest
March 22 – April 22
Stop by the Adult, Teen or 
Youth Desk to register and 
select your page to color. All 
entries must be submitted 
by April 22.  The winner from 
each department will be 
announced on April 28 (Arbor Day). 
Prizes will be awarded for first place
in each department.

 

Money Smart Week is designed to help
you better understand and manage
personal finances. The library is providing 
activities throughout the entire month of 
April. Crafts, coloring, money guessing 
jar, scavenger hunts and more. Stop 
by the Library to learn more about
what’s happening!

Student Art Exhibit
This spring come see 
the fantastic work of 
select Oxford High 
School art students. 
The exhibit will feature 
drawings, paintings and some sculptures.
 

April is National Poetry Month 
National Poetry Month 
was first inaugurated 
by the Academy 
of American Poets 
in 1996. Over the 
years, it has become the largest literary 
celebration in the world. We hope National 
Poetry Month’s activities listed throughout 
this newsletter will inspire you to keep 
celebrating poetry all year long! 
 

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
Find out more about this
new program for children 
0-5 on page 7 of this 
newsletter.

Facts & Figures
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Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director. 
 
Recent Donations:

•  Patricia A Blazis-Voight
   In honor of Winston
•  Janet M. Keller
   Endowment Fund
•  Donald & Nancy Pais
   Endowment Fund

Special Thank You:

•  Modetz Family Funeral Home
   Magazine subscription sponsorship
•  Friends of the Library 
   Funding to underwrite programming
•  The Village of Oxford DPW
   Traveling exhibit setup assistance
•  Meijer of Oxford
   Donation to support
   Gingerbread Houses program

2016 Data        
January  16,833   51  926  1,346   718   82  1,312 
February   16,883   47   912  775  43   65   1,628
March 21,151   63   1,090  1,881  173   113   1,580  
April  18,575   56  1,266  1,698   54   93  1,295 
May   19,013   28   484  1,447  1,359   82   1,134
June 22,909   46   981  1,831  425   86   4,240  
July 21,345   64   1,486  1,763  498   98   6,480  
August 19,265   17   898  1,832  495   29   2,360  
September 16,758   41   635  1,508  16   83   1,272  
October 23,619   58   1,247  1,540  701   100   1,310  
November 16,180   46   676  1,582  23   104   1,306  
December 13,232   25   634  1,172  27   61   825  
FYTD Totals 225,763 542 8,678 18,375 4,532 996 24,742
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NEW DATABASES, INCLUDING 
ROSETTA STONE® LIBRARY 
SOLUTION, NOW AVAILABLE
 

Enhance your language learning goals with access to Rosetta 
Stone® Library Solution. Whether you are looking to learn a brand 
new language, to further ESL learning as a non-native English 
speaker, or to brush up on a language for business or vacation 
travel, Rosetta Stone® is the perfect solution.  This resource 
includes 30 languages to meet a range of cultural interests. You 
can also take advantage of available mobile apps to enable you to 
reinforce language learning wherever you may be. 
  

Looking for your next book?  
Want to find a new author?  
Can’t remember all of the 
titles in a series?  Then 
you will want to take a look 
at NoveList Plus®. This 
database helps readers of 

all ages find books that match reading level and interests.  Use it to 
find read-alikes of your favorite titles and authors and to fill up your 
to-read list!  

 

Gain access to ratings, reviews, expert buying advice, 
product comparisons and more for over 7000 products with 
Consumer Reports.Org®.  In addition to product ratings and 
reviews, you will find in-depth advice, tips and trends written by 
Consumer Reports experts.

Stop by the Library and ask a staff member to show you these new 
databases.  If you are interested in a more detailed introduction and 
how-to session we will also be having two workshops at the Library:  
Wednesday, March 8 at 2:00 p.m. or Monday, March 27 at 6:30 p.m.  
You can call the Adult Services Department at (248) 628-3034 to 
schedule a one-on-one appointment – we’re here to help!  

OTHER ONLINE RESOURCES
AT THE LIBRARY…
 
TumbleBooks™ offers animated storybooks, 
e-chapter books, language learning books,
non-fiction books, non-fiction videos, games and 
puzzles for all ages of kids.

Ancestry® Library Edition (available only at the 
library) offers a large and growing collection of 
databases for genealogical research including 
census, immigration, military and vital records.

Overdrive® - Check out and download 
free ebooks, audiobooks and more with 
your Oxford Public Library card, 
available 24/7 at tln.lib.overdrive.com.

Book Letters™

If you’d like monthly 
updates on authors, books and movies, bestsellers, and other 
information about the library sent directly to your email, this service is 
for you!  Book Letters can also be viewed directly from the Library’s 
homepage at www.MiOPL.org.

More resources are available through MeL, 
the Michigan eLibrary. Administered by 
the Library of Michigan in partnership with 
Michigan’s libraries of all types. MeL
provides Michigan residents with free
access to online full-text articles, full-text books, digital images,
and other valuable research information at any time via the Internet.  

Please visit our webpage or ask any of the Library staff for assistance 
in finding online resources available to you at www.MiOPL.org. 



Book Bingo
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
March 21, April 18 (fireside), 
May 23
Play traditional 
bingo and win 
books.  Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, this 
fun-loving group 
welcomes new players.
No registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
March 1, April 5, May 3
Local author 
Caterina 
Zucker will be 
facilitating this 
writing group 
the first Wednesday in March, April 
and May.  Bring a piece of your 
work to share, or get inspired to 
begin a new project.  For ages 18 
or older. 
 
Book Walk
Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m.
March 7, April 4, May 9
Join one of the 
adult librarians 
and other book 
lovers for a walk 
around Powell 
Lake.  Share what you’ve enjoyed 
reading and get ideas for new 
books to try.  For adults only and 
no pets please! 
 
Don’t miss our Money Smart Week 
and National Poetry Month Events. 
Also - a coloring contest for all 
ages (details on page 2).

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, in 
person at the adult reference desk, or by 
calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222. 

Cooking the Books: 
Food, Fun and New Friends
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
March 14: Celebrate 
Outlander the Scottish Way!
April 11:  Soup
May 16:  Spring Salads 
Pick a cookbook out of the 
Library’s collection that follows 
the chosen theme for that month. Make a 
recipe from it to share with others. Be sure 
to make a note of the cookbook and page 
number so everyone knows how to find 
the recipe. It’s that easy. Feel free to wear a 
costume if you are a real Outlandermaniac 
on March 14! 
 
Book Club?  Book Club!
Let’s meet by the fireplace in the adult room 
Friday, March 3 at 2:00 p.m.  Bring a book or 
two to recommend and we’ll select books for 
April and May meetups.  Need a different time 
or day? Let us know!  We need your feedback 
to make this a success. 
 
Make ‘n Take
Week of March 13
Isn’t this the cutest? Stop 
by the Adult Desk 
to make one or two of 
these clever treats.  While supplies last.
 
Ukrainian Egg Decorating
Saturday, March 25
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Learn about Ukrainian 
egg decorating, or 
pysanky, and even try 
your hand at it. Space will 
be limited so register early!

Etsy 
Thursday, March 30
7:00 p.m.
Sell your homemade or 
vintage items using Etsy.  
Find out what it is and 
how to get started.

**Timber, Venison & Booze – Booty 
of Great Lakes Pirates
Wednesday, April 26
7:00 p.m.
Did you know that pirates 
once sailed our inland 
seas?  Well, in the 1700s, 
1800s and early 1900s the waters of the Great 
Lakes were a wild, wild west.  Learn about the 
pirates who sailed on our Great Lakes and 
who they were.

**Fairy Garden
Saturday, May 6
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Create a charming 
miniature garden for your 
home.  Rumor has it that you can lure fairies 
and with them gain good luck.  Bring a small 
basket or other fairy-like container.  All other 
materials provided.  

Guardians of Detroit
Thursday, May 18
7:00 p.m.
Join Jeff Morrison, historian 
and photographer for 
A Pictorial Guide to 
Architectural Sculpture in 
the Motor City.  Preview booklets of Jeff’s 
upcoming book Guardians of Detroit will be 
available for purchase.

**PAID FOR BY FUNDS PROVIDED BY THE 
OXFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY FRIENDS

Upcoming  
Adult Programs
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WOW! World of Words 
Teen Creative Writing Club
Third Mondays
6:30-7:30 p.m.
March 20, April 17, May 15 
Are you a poet, novelist, or fan fiction writer? Meet other writers and 
(maybe?) share what you’ve been working on in a friendly, open 
environment. Monthly challenges to inspire you. Notebooks provided, 
but feel free to bring your own. 
 
Teen LEGO Club
Second and Fourth Tuesdays
6:30-7:30 p.m.
March 14 & 28, April 11 & 25, May 9 & 23
Registration required! Space limited!
Different themes and challenges each meeting.
Build individually or in groups.

TAB (Teen Advisory Board) 
March 23 & May 25
5:30 p.m.
It’s your teen department!  Bring us your ideas for programs, 
community service projects, and materials.  We want to know what 
you want!  Plus, an opportunity to help us with special projects. 

SAT Practice Test
Saturday, March 11 @ 10:30 a.m.
Please register!  Adult proctored with personalized results.  Bring 
#2 pencils and a graphing calculator.  There will be a follow-up 
meeting for results on Wednesday, March 15 @ 7:00 p.m.

  Hope Closet
  All of March 
  Hope Closet is a non-profit organization that 
  accepts donated used (must be dry cleaned/
  no stains/no tears) prom dresses, formals, and 
  bridesmaid dresses along with wraps, shoes, 
  purses and jewelry to donate to high school girls 
  so they can attend their proms.  Girls only have to show school 
  ID or a report card indicating they are currently enrolled in school 
  to be able to shop at Hope Closet.  The Oxford Public Library is 
  going to be a drop off site for dresses and accessories through 
  March. Please consider donating your clean formal dress 
  and/or accessories to help other girls attend their proms.

Saturday CrafterNoon 
First Saturdays, noon until supplies run out
March 4 - Sock Creatures (you must bring your own clean socks!)
April 1 - Book Hedgehogs
May 6 - Dream Catchers

Money Smart Week is April 22-29 
Duct Tape Wallets 
Saturday April 22
Noon-4 p.m. 
Need a cool place to stash your cash? Kick off Money Smart Week 
2017 by making a Duct Tape Wallet during this Extra Special Edition of 
Saturday CrafterNoon.
Guess the Money Jar
April 22-29
How much shredded money is in our jar?
Guess the closest for a chance to win a gift card!

April is Poetry Month
All Month Long
Black-Out Poetry, Book Spine Poetry, and Magazine Headline 
Poetry- Submit your own Black-Out and Book Spine poems to be 
displayed in the teen room throughout the month. We’ll post photos of 
the best ones on our Teen Blog!
Shakespearean Insult Generator-  Ye olde bard had a lot of sass!  
Make your own antiquated insult using a mash up of the bard’s own 
finest work!

Become a Volunteer
Now Recruiting for Summer Reading 2017
Attention Teens! Do you need community 
service hours for National Honor Society, 
Scouting, Graduation, or other Service Group? 
Do you love the library? If you answered “Yes!” 
to one (or both) of these questions, consider 
becoming a Teen Volunteer for Oxford Public 
Library! To get started, stop by the 
Teen Desk and fill out an application. Teen Volunteers must be 
in grades 6th-12th. 

   PLEASE NOTE:  All of our teen programs are created with teens 
   in mind and are for young people grades 6-12 ONLY.  Parents, 
   please make alternate plans for siblings.  Due to limited space 
   and resources, some programs require registration.  Sign up
   early to guarantee a spot.

Teen Programs 
Winter 2016-2017
Programs for Teens in Grades 6-12.
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Youth Services
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Spring Youth Programs 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or 
by phone at (248) 628-3034 x216.
Registration for Session 1 begins Monday, February 13
Registration for Session 2 begins Monday, March 13

Bitty Bops  
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap)
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: February 27 through March 27
Session 2: April 17 through May 8 
Babies like stories and music too!  This program includes
songs, nursery rhymes, fingerplays and short stories with 
your baby. We want this to be a special time for you and 
your baby, so please make other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time  
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Session 1: February 28 through March 28
Session 2: April 18 through May 9
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with your toddler.
We want to make this a special time for you and your toddler so 
please make other arrangements for siblings. 

Preschool Storytime  
(ages 3 – 5 years) 
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
Session 1: March 2 through March 30
Session 2: April 20 through May 11
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes.  Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class.  This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions.

After-School Adventures 
(grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 1: March 1 through March 29
Session 2: April 19 through May 10
Come on an exciting journey through books! Each week we will visit 
different topics using books, songs, games and crafts. Join us on 
this fun reading adventure!

Lego® Club  
(grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 1: March 2 through March 30
Session 2: April 20 through May 11 
Build amazing creations every week!  Each week
you will have a different task to build something fun.

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages  
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
   Session 1: March 1 through March 29
   Session 2: April 19 through May 10
   Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more 
   in this storytime for all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3) 
  Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
  Session 1: March 2 through March 30
  Session 2: April 20 through May 11  
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to 
  stories, songs, rhymes and more!

Rockin’ in my Read Shoes! (March – May, All Ages)
Pete the Cat is rockin’ his ‘READ’ shoes. Every time you read a 
book, ask us for a ‘shoe.  You can write your name on it and add 
it to Pete the Cat’s stroll in the Youth Department. 
 
S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons
(All Ages)
Saturday, March 18 – Smelling
Saturday, April 22 – Seeing
Saturday, May 13 – Plants
Drop-in, no registration necessary
Come do a craft project that 
ties in with our S.T.E.A.M. theme
of the month.

Special Programs 
(registration required when noted)
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March is ‘Read to a Dog Month’ (All ages)
Mondays, March 6, 13, 20, 27, 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
Saturdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Come to the library and read to a special 
therapy dog. They don’t care how fast 
or how slowly you read; they are very patient 
listeners.  You can read one of your books or 
one of the library books. The dogs like all 
kinds of stories. Call the library or stop in to 
sign up for a 15 minute time slot. [248-628-3034, ext. 216] 
 
April is Poem in Your Pocket Month (ages 5-11)
April is Poetry Month! Carry a poem in your pocket or choose
one at the Youth Desk during the month of April, read it to a
librarian in the Youth Department, and get entered into a raffle
for a special poetry-themed prize. Limit of one entry per day. 
Drawing will be held on April 28. 
 
Spring Break Crafts (All ages)
Saturday, April 1 through Saturday, April 8
(during regular library hours)
Drop-in program, no registration required 
Drop in anytime while on break and enjoy a variety
of spring crafts to make and take home. 

 

Money Fun (All ages)
Drop-in program, no registration required
Drop in to the Youth Department during Money Smart Week
(April 22 - 29) and have some fun with a money guessing jar and 
some other fun money-related activities.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   **Special Family Program***
      MythCrackers: Common Animal Myths (All ages)
       Monday, May 15
       6:30 p.m.
       Drop in, no registration needed
       Are owls really wise?
       Can a porcupine shoot its quills?
       Do turtles come out of their shells?
       Discover the answers to these questions and more in this live 
       animal presentation. This program uses audience participation
       to address common animal myths and find out if they are 
       “correct” or “cracked.”  Presented by the Howell Nature Center. 
 

   **Parent Resource Fairs**
      Preschool Fair
      Wednesday, March 15, 2017
      4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.    
      Preschools from Oxford and the surrounding areas will be here to 
      provide information to prospective parents about their preschools. 
 
      Summer Camp Resource Fair
      Wednesday, May 10, 2017
      4:30 – 7:30 p.m.
      Program directors and staff from area summer programs
      and camps will be available with information regarding their 
      summer activities. 
 
     
      1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
      Getting Started – Pick up a free 1000 Books 
      Before Kindergarten Reading Log at Oxford 
      Public Library and start reading beginning 
      March 1, 2017. Any child ages 0-5 may participate. 
      *Thank you to the Oxford Library Friends 
       for helping sponsor this program.* 

Special Programs Continued 
(registration required when noted)
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Library Holidays (closed) 
Saturday, May 27, 2017 – Memorial Day Holiday
Monday, May 29, 2017 – Memorial Day

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Wednesday, April 19, 2017
Wednesday, May 17, 2017

From the Friends…
The Friends of OPL raise funds to help support library programs, activities and special projects.Thanks 
to community support of recent fundraisers, the Friends were able to donate $4,000.00 to the Library for 
programing and some other initiatives.

Thanks to everyone who have donated books to the Library. After Library staff removes any books the Library 
can use, the Friends sort through them weekly and organize them for the next sale. 

Haven’t joined yet? The OPL Friends welcome new members. If you have time to volunteer, great, 
if not they welcome your financial support too.  Ask someone at the information desk for an application 
or go online http://www.miopl.org/index.php/about/friends-of-the-library.

Friends Board 
President

Ms. Chris McNally

Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Secretary

Ms. Lyn Klages

Trustee

Ms. Pam Brooks

Trustee

Mr. Dennis Erard

Ex Officio

Mr. Bryan Cloutier 

Don’t Forget Our Spring Book Sale!  April 19-22


