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Celebrate 90 Years; 
Celebrate OPL

N
early 297,000 people 
visited the Oxford 
Public Library during 
2015.  There are 

11,877 card-carrying members who borrowed 
224,734 items from the library in a variety of 
formats ranging from traditional print books to 
downloadable electronic formats designed for a wide 
array of devices.  21,705 residents attended at least 
one of the 564 programs that were sponsored by 
the library.  17,482 residents were served through 
outreach services or delivery to homebound patrons.  
18,902 visitors used the library to gain access to 
high-speed Internet or to conduct online research.  
25,770 parents, teachers and students sought 
assistance from one of the library’s professional 
and knowledgeable staff in locating answers to 
their reference questions, in getting help with their 
homework, or assistance with computers and 
technology.  945 local not-for-profit organizations, 
educational, civic groups, and students used the 
library’s conference and meeting facilities to host a 
meeting or to study for an exam.  

2015 brought many new and exciting changes, 
facility challenges and enhancements to OPL as well.  
By working together to better maintain the safety 
and security for the nearly 297,000 guests who visit 
our facility each year, our board of directors, our 
building superintendent, and library administration, 
implemented a comprehensive and ambitious plan 
to clean out the woods along Pontiac Street and 

along Oxford Elementary School’s service drive, to 
resurface the parking lots and boulevard, and to 
remove overgrown landscaping around the building 
and parking lots.  The library’s curb appeal has been 
significantly improved.  Most importantly, parents 
and children who use the sidewalks and our patrons 
who use the parking lot do so more at ease and more 
comfortably since these safety enhancements have 
been made.  

We closed another wonderful and record-breaking 
year by celebrating 90 years of service to the 
residents of Oxford.  Every week patrons share 
with staff and the library board what a valuable and 
important gem OPL is to our community. It is an 
honor to serve Oxford; so thank you.

2016 begins another year of optimistic growth and 
opportunities.  Over the next few months we will 
be giving the inside of OPL a fresh coat of paint.  It 
has been since 1997 that most of the walls have 
seen a paint brush—well overdue.  These types of 
improvements are made possible by many years 
of prudent and responsible oversight during one 
of the worst economic climates of modern times.  
Since joining OPL as its fifth library director in 2007, 
I have worked closely with staff, and the library 
board to reduce our taxpayer’s burden by nearly 
$3 million, while finding alternative ways to fund 
critical programs and services.  We will continue 
this philosophy moving forward with the hope that 
we can continue to be successful in meeting the 
growing and diversified needs of our community.  
Transforming tomorrow, preserving our past and 
enriching lives today!  This is what we do at the 
Oxford Public Library.

Transforming Tomorrow,

Preserving our Past,

& Enriching Lives Today

Director’s Notes
http://oxfordlibrarydirector.blogspot.com

Bryan J. Cloutier
Director & CEO
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Facts & Figures

2015 Data        
January  17,880   85  10,130  1,843   518   109  1,631 
February   16,446   35   663  1,364  3,039   82   1,671
March 19,923   57   804  1,708  6,934   92   1,769 
April 17,546   51   1,688  1,539  102   29   1,482 
May 15,501   23   241  1,398  4,982   73   1,230 
June 24,093   52   1,167  1,612  102   73   4,398 
July 23,327   73   2,462  1,668  52   73   6,471 
August 19,015   23   1,252  1,648  655   78   1,754 
September 17,761   34   479  1,634  34   62   1,393
October 19,272   54   1,110  1,659  827   105   1,569
November 18,432   44   641  1,568  210   98   1,341
December 15,538   33   1,068  1,261  27   71   1,061 
FYTD Totals 224,734 564 21,705 18,902 17,482 945 25,770
Percent Change (1)  8  15  (1) 141  (19)  2

2014 Data        
January  17,468   43  704  1,572   390   93  1,466 
February   16,895   40   599  1,674   24   87   1,622
March 20,013   54   776  1,824  103   146   1,757
April 18,233   45   1,333  1,694  14   107   1,837 
May 15,426   24   286  1,428  498   68   1,774 
June 21,635   48   2,481 1,675  2,551   91   3,279  
July 24,105   60   1,397 1,551  52   93   5,588  
August 19,229   19   929 1,391  270   92   1,839  
September 19,126   39   460 1,476  90   85   1,522  
October 20,192   55   994 1,736  188   103   1,956
November 18,080   34   456 1,529  204   99   1,244
December 15,697   61   8,397 1,537  2,865   99   1,272
FYTD Totals 226,099 522 18,812 19,087 7,249 1,163 25,156
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Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

Commemorative donations were 
recently given to the Library’s 
Endowment Fund: 
 
Donation received from Mr.  & Mrs. 
Donald Pais in honor of Judith A. 
Doublestein, Director Emerita, Oxford 
Public Library 

Donation received from Ms. Janet 
Keller

Donation received from Mr.  & Mrs. 
Karl Geisler 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends Make a $3,000 Donation  
to the Library:

On behalf of the entire staff and the 
Board of Directors of the Oxford 
Public Library we would like to thank 
our Friends of the Library group 
for their recent donation. Friends 
of the Library are a fundraising 
and advocacy group that helps to 
financially raise funds to supplement 
ongoing programming and services 
the library provides to its patrons.  
Most recently, our Friends of the 
Library made a $3,000 donation 
to support programming in our 
Youth, Teen and Adult Services 
Departments, as well as to sponsor 
our Sunday subscription to the New 
York Times --- Thank You!

Oxford Public Library is a  
Hope Closet Drop-Off Point  
Through the end of March

Hope Closet is a non-profit 
organization that accepts 
donations of used (must be 
dry cleaned/no stains/no tears) 
prom dresses, formals and 
bridesmaid dresses along  
with wraps, shoes, purses and  
jewelry so high school girls throughout 
Michigan can afford to attend their proms. 

The Oxford Public Library is going to be a 
drop off site for dresses and accessories 
until March 31st. For more information on 
Hope Closet, visit: www.hopecloset.com
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Money Smart Week is designed to help you better understand 
and manage personal finances. The library is providing free 
educational seminars and activities throughout the week.  

Money, Money, Money Storytime (Ages 3-7) 
Monday, April 25
6:30 p.m. 
Registration is required
Come to a fun storytime all about money!  We’ll read stories, 
play games and do a craft all about counting money, saving 
money and the most fun, spending money.  Each child in 
attendance will receive a free book.

Are You Drowning in Debt? (18 and up)
Tuesday, April 26
6:30 p.m.
Please register
Are you having trouble paying your bills?  Don’t let your 
financial situation go from bad to worse.  In this presentation 
you will learn the difference between a debt management 
company and credit counseling, understand your rights 
when dealing with debt collectors, and learn how to 
recognize advertisements that pitch the promise of debt 
relief but actually may be a scam.  Resource materials and 
tips provided.  Presented by Lisa Ross from the Michigan 
Department of Financial Services.

Magic Wallets (Grades 6-12)
Thursday, April 28
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Drop in
In the Teen Department, make a magic 
wallet from Duct Tape to help your money stick around. 

Money Fun (All ages)
Drop in
Drop in to the Youth Department during Money Smart Week 
(April 23-30) and have some fun with a money guessing jar, 
coloring pages and more!

$cavenger Hunt (All ages)
All week long 
Drop in 
Check at the reference desks to see what to look for. 
Claim a treat or prize if you find it!

Guess How Many ¢ents (All ages)
Stop by the Adult Department to see if you can make sense of 
our cents.  Guess how much money is in the jar.  Winner gets 
to keep the $$. 

 

  Help us Celebrate National  
  Poetry Month in April

  Have you ever looked at the titles of 
  books and noticed how sometimes they relate to one 
  another? With a little bit of rearranging you could even 
  make a short phrase jump out. This is called Book Spine 
  Poetry. Stop by the Library and grab some books to 
  create your own poem. (All ages)

  Poem in Your Pocket Day All Month Long! Come into  
  the library and share a poem with us, original or not.  
  (All ages)

  Blackout Poetry is the art of creative destruction! It is  
  also an easy, fun way for you to express yourself. Stop  
  by to learn more about this art form.  The Library will 
  provide the pages to get you started. (Teens and Adults)

Student Art Exhibit
From April to mid-May come see the 
fantastic work of select Oxford High  
School art students. The exhibit will  
feature drawings, paintings and  
some sculpture.

Something for Everyone



All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, in 
person at the adult reference desk, or by 
calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222

Growing Lavender and Learning 
Good Husbandry 
Thursday, March 10
7:00 p.m.
Presented by Iris Lee 
Underwood, local  
lavender farmer and writer. Please bring 
your favorite china cup and gather around 
the library’s fireplace to sip lavender tea 
and learn about growing lavender and the 
sustainable life.

Make ‘n Take:  Washi Tape 
Bookmark
Week of March 21
Create a unique and 
colorful bookmark using 
cardstock and washi 
tape.  Can also be used as a gift tag!  
While supplies last.

Trivia Night
Tuesday, March 29
7:00 p.m.
Do you love jeopardy? 
Join us for our first Trivia 
night—team up with other trivia lovers and 
see who triumphs. Register early!

April is National 
Poetry Month
Celebrate all month long 
– share a poem or create 
one using book spine 
poetry or blackout poetry.  
Details are on page 3.

Towel Folding
Monday, April 11
7:00 p.m.
Come learn how to 
make an adorable towel 
animal. Great for gifts or unique décor.
Register, bring your towels (one bath  
towel, one hand towel and one wash cloth) 
and get creative!  

Community Conversation
Thursday, April 21
7:00 p.m. in the Atrium
Join the Center for 
Michigan for an 
opportunity to be heard 
by your state representatives regarding 
matters that affect the future of Michigan.

Are You Drowning 
in Debt?  
Tuesday, April 26
6:30 p.m.
Details are on page 3.

Terrarium Workshop
Saturday, May 14
1:00 p.m. 
Create your own terrarium. 
Bring your own container.  
Soil, moss, gravel and  
plants will be supplied.  
Space is limited and this program was 
extremely popular in past years so 
register early to reserve your spot. Young 
people, ages 10 and up are welcome to 
attend with an adult. 

Discovering Michigan  
County by County
Tuesday, May 24
7:00 p.m.
Get ready to plan your 
next road trip!  Author 
Barb VanderMolen will be your personal 
Michigan tour guide, county by county.  
Book signing to follow.

Book Bingo
March 15, April 19, May 17
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
Play traditional bingo and win 
books.  Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, 
this fun-
loving group 
welcomes 
new players.

NEW Adult Writing Group
March 2, April 6, May 4
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Local author 
Caterina Zucker will 
be facilitating this 
new writing group 
the first Wednesday 
in March, April and 
May.  Bring a piece 
of your work to share or get 
inspired to begin a new project.  
Each month we will focus on a 
different aspect of the writing 
craft. For ages 18 or older. 
 
March – Getting Started:  
What is your message?

April – The Backstory:  
Character Development

May – Plot:  
Navigating through your story

Upcoming Adult Programs

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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High School Creative Writing Club 
(for grades 9-12 ONLY)
March 16, April 20, May 11
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Registration required! Space limited!
Share your writing with like-minded teens, receive 
positive feedback, and even learn new skills. Monthly 
writing challenges to inspire you. Bring your imagination and an 
encouraging attitude. Snacks and notebooks provided. 

Teen Lego® Club 
March 22, April 5 & 26, May 10
Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Registration required! Space limited!
Different themes and challenges each meeting. 
Build individually or in groups. 

  Spring Break Lock In
  Friday, April 8
  6:00-9:00 p.m.
  Registration and parent permission slip 
  required. Register early!
  Can’t go away for spring break?  Join us for an evening of 
  vacation-style fun! Compete in coconut bowling and a limbo 
  contest. Make your own Lei and tropical smoothies. Other fun 
  in the sun activities plus our traditional lock in game.

Saturday Crafternoons
All Crafternoons are 12:00-4:00 p.m.  
or until supplies run out.

Saturday March 5: Bookends
Celebrate Reading Month by making your  
own book end.

Saturday April 2: Rain Stick
Make your own April showers.

Saturday May 7: Comic Frame
Bam! Pow! Make a picture frame from comics.

Special Programs
Make and Take Speakers
Thursday March 10
6:00-8:00 p.m.
For Teen Tech Week, use common items to make your own  
iPod or earbud speakers.

April Fools- Not!
March 28 through April 2
Why be cruel when you can be kind?  Do one nice thing per day  
for a week and keep track of your good deeds.  Show your log to 
the librarian for a prize.

Magic Wallets
Thursday April 28
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Help your money stick around with this 
Duct Tape magic wallet craft.

Exam Cram
Thursday May 26
5:00-8:00 p.m.
It’s study time.  Bring your notes, your books, and your friends.  
We’ll provide the space and the snacks.

April is Poetry Month
Be sure to check out fun with poetry in the month of April!
More details on page 3.

Poetry Contest - Submit a poem to the  
teen librarian by April 30 for a chance to  
win a prize and be featured on the Teen 
Department blog. This contest will be  
judged by library staff.

Volunteer at OPL
Need community service hours for NHS, scouting, or 
graduation? Just want to do a good deed and help out at 
your local library? If you answered “Yes” to either question, 
consider joining the ranks of our awesome Teen Volunteers! 
For more information on how you can get started, give us a 
call (248) 628-3034 or stop by the Teen Desk.

  PLEASE NOTE: All of our Teen Programs are created with Teens in 
  mind and are for young people grades 6-12 ONLY. Parents, please 
  make alternate plans for younger siblings. Due to limited space  
  and resources, registration is required for some programs. Please 
  sign up early to guarantee a spot.

Teen Programs
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Spring Youth Programs 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or by  
phone at (248) 628-3034 x216.
Registration for Session 1 begins Monday, February 8
Registration for Session 2 begins Monday, March 7

Bitty Bops 
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap)
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: February 22 through March 14
Session 2: March 21 through May 2 (no class April 4 or 11)
Babies like stories and music too! This program includes songs, 
nursery rhymes, fingerplays and short stories with your baby.   
We want this to be a special time for you and your baby, so  
please make other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time 
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Session 1: February 23 through March 15
Session 2: March 22 through May 3 (no class April 5 or 12)
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with 
your toddler. We want to make this a special time 
for you and your toddler so please make other 
arrangements for siblings. 

Preschool Storytime 
(ages 3 – 5 years) 
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
Session 1: February 25 through March 17
Session 2: March 24 through May 5 (no class April 7 or 14)
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes. Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class.  This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions.

After-School Adventures  
(grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Session 1: February 24 through March 16
Session 2: March 23 through May 4 (no class April 6 or 13)
Come on an exciting journey through books!  Each week we will visit 
different topics using books, songs, games and crafts.  Join us on 
this fun reading adventure!

Lego® Club 
(grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Session 1: February 25 through March 17
Session 2: March 24 through May 5 (no class April 7 or 14)
Build amazing creations every week!  Each week you will have a 
different task to build something fun.

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
  Session 1: February 24 through March 16
  Session 2: March 23 through May 4 (no class April 6 or 13)
   Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this storytime for all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3) 
  Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
  Session 1: February 24 through March 16
  Session 2: March 23 through May 4 (no class April 6 or 13)  
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to stories, songs, rhymes  
  and more!

Pop Open a Good Book!  
(March – May, All Ages)
Help us fill up our popcorn box!  Every time you read a book, ask  
us for a ‘piece of popcorn’.  You can write your name on it and add  
it to the giant popcorn box in the Youth Department.

S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons  
(All Ages)
Saturday, March 5 – Patterns
Saturday, April 16 – Rainbows
Saturday, May 7 – Plant Life Cycles
Drop-in, no registration necessary
Come do a craft project that ties in with our S.T.E.A.M.  
theme of the month.

Special Programs 
(registration required when noted)
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***Special Program***
Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss!  
Storytime (Ages 3-7)
Thursday, March 10, 6:30 p.m.
(Registration is required and  
begins February 8) 
Help us celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday  
with a fun storytime program.  We’ll read 
some Dr. Seuss books, play games, and make a craft.   
Each child who attends will receive a small Dr. Seuss prize.

March is ‘Read to a Dog Month’ (All ages)
Mondays, March 7, 14, 21, 28, 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Saturdays, March 5, 12, 19, 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Come to the library and read to a special therapy dog. They  
don’t care how fast or how slowly you read; they are very patient 
listeners.  You can read one of your books or one of the library  
books. The dogs like all kinds of stories. Call the library or stop  
in to sign up for a 15 minute time slot.  [248-628-3034, ext. 216]

April is Poem in Your Pocket Month (ages 5-11)
April is Poetry Month!  Carry a poem in your pocket or choose 
one at the Youth Desk during the month of April, read it to a 
librarian in the Youth Department, and get entered into a raffle  
for a special poetry-themed prize.  Limit of one entry per day.  
Drawing will be held on April 29.

Spring Break Crafts (All ages)
Saturday, April 2 through Saturday, April 9  
(during regular library hours)
Drop-in program, no registration required 
Drop in anytime while on break and enjoy a variety of spring  
crafts to make and take home. 

 

 

Money, Money, Money Storytime (Ages 3-7)
Monday, April 25, 6:30 p.m.
(Registration is required)
Come to a fun storytime all about money!  We’ll read stories, play 
games and do a craft all about counting money, saving money and 
the most fun, spending money.  Each child in attendance will receive 
a free book.

Money Fun (All ages)
Drop-in program, no registration required
Drop in to the Youth Department during Money Smart Week  
(April 23-30) and have some fun with a money guessing jar,  
coloring pages and more!

***Special Family Program***
Farmer Nate & Friends (All ages)
Saturday, May 14, 11:00 a.m.
Drop-in program, no registration required
Farmer Nate Perkins will visit OPL and share his 
books about farm life with us.  He’ll also bring some 
small farm animals for everyone to meet and greet.  Come learn about 
local farming and farm animals at this special presentation.

Special Programs Continued 
(registration required when noted)
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Saturday, May 28 - Monday, May 30, 2016

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 16, 2016
Wednesday, April 20, 2016
Wednesday, May 18, 2016

What do the Friends do?
The Friends of the Oxford Public Library raise funds to help support library programs, 
activities and special projects. Thanks to successful book sales and fundraising events,  
the group was able to make a $3,000 donation to the library to help supplement  
ongoing programming and to underwrite the library’s subscription to the  
New York Times.

Upcoming Fundraisers
The annual book-themed silent auction baskets will be on display in early February. 
The next used book sale will run from April 11—16.

Friends Board 
President

Ms. Chris McNally

Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Secretary

Ms. Lyn Klages

Trustee

Ms. Brenda Washington

Trustee

Ms. Patrice Bono

Ex Officio

Mr. Bryan Cloutier 


