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Preserving Our Past…
One Newspaper at a Time

F        
or many years the library 
has been exploring the 
possibility of digitizing 
historical copies of the 

local newspaper, The Oxford 
Leader, but doing so has not been 
as easy as it might seem at face 
value.  There were a lot of factors 

that have prevented us from moving forward with this 
project sooner—such as garnering the legal compliance 
needed by all invested copyright holders, identifying the 
best appropriate company and/or agency to partner with 
in order to complete the digitization and search ability 
components, and most significant has been securing 
the necessary funds to cover the initial project costs—
which were honestly quite daunting approaching nearly 
$70,000.

  We are pleased to announce that a letter of 
understanding has been secured between Sherman 
Publications, the publisher of The Oxford Leader, 
and the Oxford Public Library.  A contract has been 
signed between Central Michigan University’s Clarke 
Historical Library and the Oxford Public Library, to scan 
and host the archived images of the local newspaper.  
Community partnerships have been forged between the 
Oxford Public Library, Sherman Publications and the 
Northeast Oakland Historical Society and Museum to 
help raise some of the funding needed for this project.  
At OPL we understand that access to information and 
preservation of history is vital to the overall success of  

our community.  This is why we have pledged to set 
aside the funding needed to move this project forward
and continue its ongoing commitments into the future 
as well.  With this being said, if you are interested in 
contributing to this worthy project or in joining the 
efforts to raise funds to offset the cost—please contact 
Library Director, Bryan Cloutier at 248.628.3034.  Every 
little bit helps.   

Since this is such a large undertaking, the physical 
imaging itself is not slated to begin until sometime in 
the first quarter of 2020.  Although we will not have all 
of the answers until the project actually gets underway, 
we do anticipate that sometime within six months the 
initial digitization archive of the historical newspapers 
will be complete.  Stay tuned—more exciting updates 
will be shared as this project gets underway.        
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Commemoratives 
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

Gifts
The Oxford Public Library would like 
to extend its gratitude to John & Joyce 
Todd for their cash donation to the 
library to purchase; “Our Republican 
Constitution, and “The American 
Constitution,”  Volumes 1 & 2.

Thank You to Curtis Insurance Agency 
of Oxford for their kind donation of 
magazine subscriptions to the Youth, 
Teen and Adult Departments. Titles 
include Saveur, Crochet Word, J-14, 
Traditional Home, Boys Life, and more.

New Checkout 
and Online Catalog 
Software Makes Debut
Over Memorial Day weekend the Library 
may have been closed, but staff was 
working behind the scenes to make 
sure the migration to our new online catalog 
and checkout software went as smoothly as 
possible.  There were a couple of issues—
and we still continue to find bugs in the 
system today, but overall the migration went 
as smoothly as could be expected for such 
a large scale project.  

To give you a little history behind the 
project—shared system member libraries 
within our library cooperative, The Library 
Network, started to investigate and research 
new, more efficient software to replace its 
aging infrastructure. After nearly two years 
of research and meeting with vendors our 
member libraries (including Oxford) voted to 
switch software from SirsiDynix to TLC Carlx.  
Although the new software isn’t perfect, it 
addresses many of the current challenges 
we face as the technology you use to 
access your accounts and our collections 
advances.  

The number one question we get is when will 
MeLCat be reinstated? We are working with 
our software vendors, system librarians at 
TLN and the State Library to get the 
MeLCat service reinstated as quickly as 
possible.  If it were just the Oxford Public 
Library we would have reinstated this 

service rather quickly, but since we are part 
of a much larger conglomerate of libraries 
that makes up millions of holdings in the 
shared system it is much more complicated. 
We assure you that we are doing everything 
within our means to get this service 
reinstated as close to the start of the new 
school year as possible.  We will keep you 
posted as we learn more.     

Technology & Wireless 
Upgrades Scheduled 
Our building is 21 years old and much of 
the technology infrastructure has been 
upgraded, but there are areas under the 
floor, within the walls and in the ceiling where 
cabling has not been upgraded to meet the 
latest demands of modern technology.  We 
have budgeted nearly $12,000 in additional 
improvements this fall to complete this 
phase of upgrades to the public network.  

As part of this project we are working on 
upgrading our public Internet connection 
speeds, installing another wireless access 
point in the Community Rooms, and 
running new cabling that can handle the 
increased demands of modern technology.   
This project, coupled with work already 
completed this year—brings our total 
technology upgrades and infrastructure 
improvements to $103,000.  We will try to 
schedule these upgrades as to not interfere 
with day to day operations, but if there 
becomes a time when we need to take down 
part of the network we will certainly try to 
give advanced notice whenever possible.

Facts & Figures
Items 

Checked Out
Programs 
Offered

Program 
Attendance

Public Computer  
& Wireless Usage

Outreach 
Services

Community 
& Study Room  

Usage

Reference 
Transactions

2018 Data       _ ____
January  15,694   58  7,454  1,467   1,558   120  1,366 
February   15,182   48   7,338  1,406  101   106   1,570
March 17,588   64   1,190  1,648  207   138   1,608 
April  15,895   65 1,611  1,658   82   111  1,603 
May   13,821   55   884  1,475  81   106   1,327
June 20,758   51   2,149  1,723  1,879   89   4,051 
FYTD Totals 98,938 341 20,626 9,377 1,866 670 11,525
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Gardenside Music

Davis-Green Trio
Thursday, September 20
7:00 p.m.
Pop, Rock, 80’s, 
Americana, and much more.

Paul Demick - Marimba
Thursday, October 18
7:00 p.m.
Classical music with related 
stories about the composers.

Crosswalk 
Thursday, November 15
7:00 p.m.
Folk Rock, Country, Light Rock ‘n Roll, 
Christian and more.

Libraries for Life
Week of October 8
Since 2010, libraries across Michigan 
have participated in educating patrons 
about organ, tissue, and eye donation 
and to encourage them to join the 
Michigan Organ Donor Registry. Please 
stop by the Adult Department to learn more.

Illustration in Books
Stop by the Library and view some 
examples of beautiful artwork found 
in books on display throughout the 
Adult Department.     

Random Stuff Collection
We have many special collections that check out in the 
Adult Department:  games, cake pans, seeds and puzzles.  
Suggestions are welcome. If you missed our Makey-Makey 
demo this summer be sure to stop by and ask us what this 
fun device is! 

Vote for your Favorite Pumpkin/Gourd Creation
Come to the library October 22 through 
the 27 and vote for your favorite pumpkin/
gourd creation. All votes will go into a 
drawing for a chance to win a $10 gift 
card. All items will be crafted by the 
Oxford Public Library staff and will be on 
display in the Adult Services Area. All ages 
are welcome to vote (one vote per person please).

Cute Pet Contest
Teddy, the Hatzigeorgio’s family puppy, 
received the most votes in the Cute Pet 
Contest.  A big thank you to Harvest Time 
for the prize donation.

A Very Special ‘Thank You’ 
“A very special ‘Thank You’ to the 879 children, teens 
and adults who registered for the 2018 Summer Reading 
Program. Patrons like you make the library the vibrant, fun 
and engaging place that it is. It is our pleasure to serve 
you every day.”
             -  Your OPL Staff 
 

Something for Everyone



 
Book Bingo
Tuesdays 
at 2:00 p.m. 
September 18, 
October 16, 
November 20
Play traditional bingo and win 
books.  Bring a friend or neighbor - 
this fun-loving group welcomes new 
players. No registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
September 5,
October 3, 
November 7
Bring a piece 
of your work to 
share, or get inspired to begin a 
new project.  For ages 18 or older. 
 
Book Walk
Tuesdays at 1:30
September 4,
October 2, November 6
Join one of the 
adult librarians 
and other book 
lovers for a walk 
around Powell 
Lake.  Share what you’ve enjoyed 
reading and get suggestions for 
new books to try. 
 
We’re here to help…
Have more than a quick computer 
question? Need help with your 
smartphone or e-reader? The 
Adult Services Department offers 
assistance and one-on-one 
appointments free of charge. 
Call for more information or to 
schedule an appointment.

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, 
in person at the adult reference desk, or 
by calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222.

Nature Photography with 
Dorothy Johnstone
Saturday, September 15, 1:00 p.m.
Join Dorothy Johnstone 
from Johnstone 
Photography in Oxford 
as she gives pointers 
on the ins and outs of 
great nature photography. Then we will 
go outside and get a live demo of some 
of the best techniques.
 
The Why, the How and the 
What of the U. S. Constitution
Monday, September 17, 7:00 p.m.
In celebration of 
Constitution Day, 
Professor John Todd, 
J.D. from Rochester 
College will talk about 
how the Founding Fathers created one 
of the most important – and potentially 
misinterpreted – documents in human history. 
 
Social Security & You
Wednesday, September 26, 7:00 p.m.
A speaker from the 
Social Security Office 
will be on hand to talk 
about social security 
programs, benefits
and services.

** Oxford Library Friends sponsored event.

A Conversation About Water 
Health & Your Community
Wednesday, October 10, 7:00 p.m.
Oakland County Water 
Resources Commissioner 
Jim Nash will present a 
program called Water 101: 
What You Need to Know.  
He will be discussing such topics as our aging 
infrastructure, tips to protect your systems, 
water quality, lakes, flooding and more. 

Laura Ingalls Wilder**
Monday, October 29, 7:00 p.m.
Have you ever wondered 
about the people and places 
described in the Little House 
books by Laura Ingalls 
Wilder?  Learn more about 
the real story from NY Times 
bestselling author William 
Anderson, who has researched 
and written many books about these 
famous pioneers.
 
Craft a Pumpkin with Succulents
Saturday, November 10, 11:00 a.m.
Bring a SMALL-sized 
pumpkin and join us to 
create this clever fall 
decoration. Succulents 
and additional materials 
will be provided. Please be sure to register 
for this program so we have enough 
supplies.  Space will be limited so please 
register early! 
 
Art in Literature
Wednesday, November 28, 7:00 p.m.
Author Iris Underwood will 
talk about her book The 
Mantle, beautifully illustrated 
by Joyce Harlukowicz. 
Iris and Joyce will be 
discussing the role of 
art in the writing process.  

Upcoming 
Adult Programs
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Teen Programs ~ Fall 2018
Programs for Teens in Grades 6-12

Don’t Forget to Sign Up!
Book Bingo!
Friday, September 20
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Play bingo to win books! 

Cake Decorating
Wednesday, October 10
6:30-7:30 p.m.
You can have your cake and eat it too! Join Miss 
Jennifer for this cake decorating class.

  Mystery Lock In
   Friday, October 26 
   6:00-9:00 p.m. (doors open at 5:45)
   Things are about to get spooktackular! Help to 
   solve a Halloween mystery. Prize for the best 
   costume! Signed permission slip required to 
   attend! Register early! Space limited!   
 

Let’s Get Twisted! (Twister Tournament)
Wednesday, November 7
4:00-5:00 p.m.
Put your flexibility to the test and see if you can go the distance with 
this classic favorite game! Winner receives a $10 gift card to Auntie 
Anne’s Pretzels. Twisty snacks served. Please register! Space limited!

Drop In Programs
Teen Gamers
Fourth Tuesdays: September 25, October 23, November 27
6:30-7:30 p.m.
It’s Gaming—Old School! We’ll have a 
selection of tabletop and video games for you 
to play. Cards, puzzles, board games, and 
beyond! And don’t forget: Snacks served!  

Perler Bead Club
Third Wednesdays: September 19, October 17, November 21
3:30-5:00 p.m.
Stop by and create a Perler Bead masterpiece!

Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.)
Last Thursdays: September 27, October 25, November 29
5:30 p.m.
It’s your teen department! Help brainstorm programs, service 
projects, and materials to add to the collection! Be the first to hear 
about upcoming programs and other exclusive perks! Drop in and 
see what we’re all about. 

Duct Tape Saturdays
First Saturdays: September 8 & November 3
1:00-4:00 p.m. 
We’ll be setting out our collection of Duct Tape. Lots of colors and 
patterns to choose from. Drop in and make something cool!

  Are you interested in learning 
  Dungeons and Dragons?
  Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 p.m. COMING SOON!
  We’d like to start a Dungeons and Dragons
   game and we are looking for players! Before 
   we launch a campaign, we’d like to gather a group of interested 
   teens. Contact Miss Rachael at the teen desk for more information!

So…You Could Totally Win Prizes!
Please Note: You MUST be in grades 6th-12th grade in order 
to be eligible to win.

Banned Book Month
September: All Month Long
Read a Banned Book from our list, write the title on a sticky note, and 
hang it on the wall. But don’t forget to fill out an entry for a chance to win 
a $10 gift card! See Teen Desk for details or book suggestions. 

It’s…ALIVE! Franken-Toy Laboratory
Wednesday October 24
6:30-8:00 p.m.
Drop in and create a creepy new toy using bits and pieces from old 
ones. We’ll provide the materials, but the imagination part is up to you. 
Creations will be judged by library staff. The favorite wins a $10 gift 
certificate.

Become a Teen Volunteer!
Do you need hours for NHS, Scouting, Graduation or other Service 
Group? Look no further than OPL! We are currently seeking responsible 
teen volunteers to help staff out around the library. Call or stop by the 
Teen Desk for more information. 

PLEASE NOTE: All of our programs are created with teens in mind 
and are for young people grades 6th-12th ONLY. Therefore, we ask that 
parents please make alternate plans for younger siblings. Due to limited 
space and resources, some programs may require registration.
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Fall into Books! 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or 
by phone at (248) 628-3034.
Registration for Session 1 begins August 20 and 
for Session 2 begins October 1.

Bitty Bops 
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap)  
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: September 10 through October 15 
(no class October 8) 
Session 2: October 22 through December 3 
(no class November 19)
Babies like stories and music too!  This program includes songs, 
nursery rhymes, fingerplays and short stories with your baby.  
We want this to be a special time for you and your baby, 
so please make other arrangements for siblings. 
 
Toddler Time 
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: September 11 through October 16
Session 2: October 23 through December 4 
(no class November 20)
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with
your toddler. We want to make this a special time 
for you and your toddler so please make other 
arrangements for siblings.  

Preschool Storytime (ages 3 – 5 years)  
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: September 13 through October 18
Session 2: October 25 through December 6 
(no class November 22) 
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes. Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class. This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions. 

After-School Adventures (grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 1: September 12 through October 17
Session 2: October 24 through December 5 
(no class November 21)
Listen to stories and be creative with 
arts and crafts and other activities.

Lego® Club (grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.  
Session 1: September 13 through October 18 
Build amazing creations every week! Each 
week you will have a different task to build 
something fun. 
 
Makerspace Marvels (grades 3-5) 
**New Program**
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 2: October 25 through December 6 
(no class on November 22)
Build and create a new masterpiece each week using lots
of fun supplies. The only limit is your own imagination! 

   Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

   Wee Wednesdays, all ages
   (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. 
   Session 1: September 12 through October 17
   Session 2: October 24 through December 5 
   (no class November 21)
   Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this 
   storytime for all ages.

   Teddy Tales, all ages 
   (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 
   Session 1: September 13 through October 18
   Session 2: October 25 through December 6 
   (no class November 22)
   Wear your PJs if you like and listen to stories, 
   songs, rhymes and more!
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September is Library Card Sign-Up Month
Bring a parent and sign up for your own library card!  
Show your new card to the staff at the Youth Desk and 
we will give you a special library card holder.

S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons (All Ages)
Saturday, September 15 – Bugs
Saturday, October 13 – Wind
Saturday, November 10 – Seeds
(Drop-in, no registration necessary) 
Come do a craft project that ties in with
our S.T.E.A.M. theme of the month.

Mad Science: Fire & Ice (All ages)
Wednesday, October 3, 6:30 p.m. 
(Drop-in, no registration required)
Children will be dazzled and entertained as they 
interact with the Mad Scientists!  Foggy dry ice 
storms, giant beach balls floating in the air and 
even a special Mad Science “burp” potion will 
amaze children as they learn about chemical 
reactions, air pressure and the states of matter.

Trick or Treat: Candy and Crafts (All ages)
Saturday, October 27, between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
(drop-in, no registration required)
Drop by the Library and trick-or-treat 
around all the departments to show off your 
costumes!  While you are here, stop by the 
Youth Department to make and take a 
Halloween craft project.

Gingerbread Houses
(All ages with an adult helper)
Saturday, December 8
Session 1: 10:30 a.m.
Session 2: 12:00 Noon
Session 3:  1:30 p.m.
Registration is required and begins November 19.
Get into the holiday spirit and bring a grown-up to 
help you build a gingerbread house with graham 
crackers, frosting and candies!

Talk, Sing, Read, Write, Play!
5 early literacy practices to get 
ready to read -- from birth! 
Early literacy is what children know about reading and writing before 
they can actually read and write.  Early literacy skills are the roots of 
reading success -- and it is never too early to plant the seed! 

Children prepare to read long before they enter school.  In fact, early 
literacy skills begin to develop right from birth.  A child’s positive early 
experiences with books and language lay the foundation for success 
in learning to read.

There is so much you can do to help build reading readiness.  Talk, 
sing, read, write and play with your child.  Share books together 
every day and have fun reading!

TALK
Talking with children helps develop language skills and stimulates 
brain development.

SING
Singing and rhyming are great for learning the sounds of letters which 
helps prepare children to decode print.

READ
Reading aloud is the most effective way to help children become 
good readers.

WRITE
Writing helps children learn that letters and words stand for sounds 
and that print has meaning.

PLAY
Children learn about the world when they play.  The more they learn, 
the more they understand books and stories when they begin to read.

Source: Winnipeg Public Library 
(http://guides.wpl.winnipeg.ca/earlyliteracy/skills)

Special Programs 
(Registration required when noted)
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Saturday & Monday, September 1 & 3 (Labor Day Recess)
Monday, October 8 (Columbus Day – Staff In-service)

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 19, 2018
Wednesday, October 17, 2018
Wednesday, November 21, 2018

   From the Friends...
   The Friends of OPL raise funds to help support library programs, activities and special 
   projects.  Our latest venture was the Cute Pet Contest.  Teddy, the pet owned by Niko
    Hatzigeorgio, had the most votes this year.  Congratulations!  A big thanks to Harvest 
   Time who provided the prize for the winner. Thanks to all those who participated. 

   The rescheduled Holiday Vendors’ Fair will be held in the community room of the library 
   (where the book sales are held) on Saturday, November 3 from 11-4.  Various vendors from the 
   community will be there selling their goods.  Please stop by and do some of your holiday shopping.

   Haven’t joined yet?  The OPL Friends welcome new members.  If you have time to volunteer, great, if not 
   they welcome your financial support too.  Ask someone at the information desk for an application.

  Fall Book Sale October 18-20

Thursday & Friday, November 22 & 23 
(Thanksgiving Recess)

Friends Board 
President

Jackie Ingersoll

Vice President

Chris McNally

Secretary

Lyn Klages

Treasurer

Barbara Blanock

Trustee

Pam Brooks

Trustee

Dennis Erard

Trustee

Alice Kowalski

Trustee

Mary Spearman

Ex Officio

Bryan Cloutier 


