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Strategic Plan 2020

W 
e forecast that our 
future landscape 
is in significant 
contrast to our past.  

As the ebb and flow of industry 
and educational opportunities 

continue to evolve around us—we are finding that 
our socioeconomic status reflects a more consistent 
continuum, and that our ethno-cultural makeup has 
shifted more to a richly blended community that 
strengthens our future, but at times struggles to 
cohesively and harmoniously exist.  At Oxford Public 
Library (OPL) we understand the importance of our 
role in bridging the gap and facilitating the change 
that is necessary in maintaining our status as a 
key economic and educational catalyst.  This is the 
foundation we use in unfolding the future of library 
services in Oxford.  

As we continue to flesh out what it is that our 
Strategic Plan 2020 will look like, we are motivated 
by the accomplishments achieved in our most 
recent plan of service.  A constant for us is that 
the staff and board of directors at OPL strongly
believe in promoting the Arts and Humanities 
by creating opportunities that are both thought 
provoking and culturally respectful, and in a manner 
that engages all members of the community in a 
unifying fashion.  Programming continues to be an 
important component to our plan of service.  With 
our taxpayers at the focus of what we do, we have
 established a rigorous and continually changing

curriculum that is driven by the needs of our 
community and our educational partners.  We 
have embraced the concept of the library not just 
being an informational and recreational hub, but 
an educational center for lifelong learning and 
innovation.  We hope to capitalize on this concept  
by strengthening our current partnerships and  
by broadening the framework of our initiatives to 
include an increased investment in early childhood 
education and lifelong learning in concert with 
implementing additional advancements in  
innovation and technology.    

The invaluable partnerships we have established over 
the years with our community stakeholders, public 
school system, historical society and museum, 
business community, civic groups, not-for-profit 
agencies, and other local and regional governmental 
entities, has only strengthened our role as a cultural 
point of the community.   Credibility is everything.  
Our confidence stems from dedication, reliability 
and consistency.  Our Vision remains: Transforming 
Tomorrow, Preserving our Past, and Enriching Lives 
Today.   Our future has no boundaries—are you 
ready to see what that looks like?  Together we can 
make the unimaginable happen.  

Transforming Tomorrow,

Preserving our Past,

& Enriching Lives Today

Director’s Notes
http://oxfordlibrarydirector.blogspot.com
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Facts & Figures

2016 Data        
January  16,833   51  926  1,346   718   82  1,312 
February   16,883   47   912  775  43   65   1,628
March 21,151   63   1,090  1,881  173   113   1,580  
April  18,575   56  1,266  1,698   54   93  1,295 
May   19,013   28   484  1,447  1,359   82   1,134
June 22,909   46   981  1,831  425   86   4,240  
FYTD Totals 115,364 291 5,659 8,978 2,772 521 11,189
Percent Change 4  (4)  (61)  (5) (82)  (0)  (8)

2015 Data        
January  17,880   85  10,130  1,843   518   109  1,631 
February   16,446   35   663  1,364   3,039   82   1,671
March 19,923   57   804  1,708  6,934   92   1,769
April  17,546   51  1,688  1,539   102   93  1,482 
May   15,501   23   241  1,398   4,982   73   1,230
June 24,093   52   1,167  1,612  102   73   4,398
FYTD Totals 111,389 303 14,693 9,464 15,677 522 12,181
Note: 2015 program attendance and outreach numbers include Smithsonian visits
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Commemoratives  
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering deceased 
friends and relatives or honoring people 
on special occasions.  Donations are used 
to purchase books and other materials or 
deposited in the Library Endowment Fund 
for future use.  Checks should be made 
payable to the Oxford Public Library and 
will be accepted by the Director.

OPL Endowment Fund:

An anonymous donation was recently 
made to the Endowment Fund.

Gifts and Donations:

The Oxford Public Library Friends recently 
made a $650.00 donation to the Library to 
support ongoing programming.

 
 
Oxford Public Library’s Teen Staff would 
like to thank Kara Boglaev of Yoga Alliance 
for generously donating the time to host 
this summer’s Yoga Is Awesome program. 
We appreciate her enthusiastic support of 
OPL and OPL’s Teen Department.

Thank you to Domino’s Pizza of Oxford 
for generously donating food for the Teen 
Department’s Library Olympics Lock-In. 

Thank you to the local businesses that 
supported the Youth Summer Reading 
Program with their donations:  
Brick it Up
Eva’s Dairy Café
Evergreens Coffee & Bakeshop
Funky Monkey Toys
Great Lakes Energy Zone
McDonalds of Lake Orion
McDonalds of Oxford
Merge Art Studio
Oxford 7 Movie Theater
Papas Pizzeria
Rainforest Café
Wendy’s
‘Witches

Art Exhibit: Let’s Get Cookin’ 
September, October, November
Come to the Adult 
Services area to explore 
cooking with this 
charming display of 
prints of all things food! 
 

   It’s time to once again  
  vote for your favorite  
  pumpkin/gourd creation! 

   Come to the library 
   October 24 through 
   the 28 and vote for 
   your favorite pumpkin/
   gourd creation.  
   All votes will go into a drawing for a  
   chance to win a $10 gift card. All items  
   will be crafted by the Oxford Public  
   Library staff and will be on display  
   in the Adult Services Area. All ages 
   are welcome to vote (one vote per  
   person please).

October is Family History Month
Be sure to check out 
the display cases in 
the atrium area to see 
decorative genealogical 
charts, ancestor 
photographs and other items relating to 
family history, provided by the Oakland 
County Genealogical Society.

SCOLA: Foreign 
Language 
Resource 
Use this new database 
to access foreign language resources 
such as newspapers, worldwide television 
programs and photos.  Language lessons 
and learning material can also be found here 
as well as information for current events and 
cultural studies.
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“A very special Thank You to the 948 Oxford 
children, teens and adults who registered for the 
2016 Summer Reading Program. It’s folks like you 
who make the Library a great place to visit and the 
work that we do to serve you even more rewarding.”

- Your OPL Staff

Cute Pet Contest
Charlie (#22), the Phelps’ family pet puppy,
received the most votes in the Cute Pet Contest. 
A big thank you to Harvest Time for the prize donation.



Book Bingo
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
September 20, October 18, 
November 15
Play traditional 
bingo and win 
books. Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, this 
fun-loving group welcomes new 
players. No registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
September 7, October 5, 
November 2
Local author 
Caterina Zucker will 
be facilitating this 
writing group the 
first Wednesday in 
September, October 
and November. Bring a piece of 
your work to share or get inspired 
to begin a new project. For ages 
18 or older.

Trivia Night 
Tuesday, September 27, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 29,  7:00 p.m.
Do you love 
Jeopardy? Join 
us for another 
fun Trivia night 
– team up with 
other trivia lovers 
and see who triumphs. 
 
MI Libraries for Life
Week of October 3rd
Do you still need 
to sign up to be an 
organ donor?  We’re 
partnering with 
Michigan Libraries for 
Life so you can sign 
up at the library. 

All programs are held in the Rotary 
Room unless otherwise noted.  Register 
online, in person at the adult reference 
desk, or by calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 
222.  Please register for all programs 
unless noted.

Craft a Pumpkin with
Succulents
Wednesday, September 21 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Bring a medium sized 
pumpkin and join us to 
create this clever fall 
decoration.  Succulents 
and additional materials will be provided. 
Please be sure to register for this program 
so we have enough supplies!  
 

Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) Genealogy 
Workshop
Saturday, October 22 
at 10:30, 11:30, 12:30
Free genealogy 
workshop sponsored 
by Daughters of the American Revolution.  
Using our mobile lab and Ancestry Library 
Edition, the DAR members will be here 
to assist you in furthering your ancestor 
research.  Each workshop size is limited 
to 6 so please register early for one of the 
times being offered. 
 
Craft Night
Thursday, November 10
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Stop by and sample a 
few craft techniques 
and create unique 
pieces to enjoy or 
give as gifts.  Registration is a must to 
ensure enough supplies for everyone – 
please register early! 
 
Boom Town:  
Detroit in the Roaring ‘20s
Monday, November 14
7:00 p.m.
From the dust and 
smoke of the 
nineteenth century, 
Detroit burst into the 
national spotlight in the early twentieth 
century. The automobile business was at  
full throttle, resulting in a city that grew  
faster than any other on the continent.  
Adding to the excitement, national  
Prohibition created a demand for  
alcohol that our Canadian neighbors  
gladly addressed. Rumrunning became  
the region’s second largest industry.  
Conventions loved Detroit, and so did 
organized crime. Boom town meets the  
Wild West.

Upcoming Adult Programs

Book Walk
Tuesdays at 1:30
September 6, October 4, November 8 
Join one of the adult 
librarians and other 
book lovers for a walk 
around Powell Lake.  
Share what you’ve 
enjoyed reading and get ideas for new 
books to try.  For adults only and no 
pets please!

Cooking the Books:  
Food, Fun and New Friends
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
September 13: Harvest Foods
October 11:  Asian Cooking
November 1:  Italian Feast 
Pick a cookbook out of the Library’s 
collection that follows the 
chosen theme for that 
month.  Make a recipe from 
it to share with others.  Be 
sure to make a note of 
the cookbook and page 
number so everyone knows 
how to find the recipe. It’s that easy.

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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Teen Creative Writing Club
Third Mondays 6:30-7:30 p.m.
September 19, October 17, November 21
Meet other writers and (maybe?) share what 
you’ve been working on in a friendly, open 
environment. Monthly writing exercises to challenge and  
inspire you. Notebooks provided, but feel free to bring your own.  
Open to grades 6-12. 

Teen Lego Club
Tuesdays 6:30-7:30
September 6 & 20, October 4 & 18, November 1 & 15
Registration required! Space limited! 
Different themes and challenges each meeting.
Build individually or in groups. 
 

TAB (Teen Advisory Board)
September 29, October 27, November 17
6:30-7:30 p.m.
It’s your teen department!  Bring us your ideas 
for programs, community service projects, and 
materials.  We want to know what you want! 
 

  Masquerade Ball Lock-In
  Friday, October 21
  6:00-9:00 p.m.
  Registration and parent permission slip 
  required. Register early! Happy Halloween!  
  Costume contest, zombie hide and seek, crafts, and Halloween 
  games. Plus, our traditional lock in game!

Thank You
Thank you to all of the Teen Volunteers who helped out around the 
library this summer. Volunteers put together reading packets, ran the 
Youth and Teen Book Stores, helped with crafts, assisted staff with 
Teen’s Library Olympics Lock-In and Youth’s Storytime in the Park, and 
more. Thank you, Teen Volunteers. We appreciate each and every one 
of you!

Crafternoons
Saturdays, noon until supplies run out.
September 10 - Personalized Pencils
October 1 - Monster Snacks
November 5 - Lip Gloss

Pirate Week
September 19-24
Ahoy!  Stop by th’ teen department for a  
variety o’ pirate themed activities! Arr!

Banned Book Week
September 25-October 1
Celebrate your freedom to read!  Take a mug shot photo, guess 
what book is in our book jar, make some black-out poetry, and
take a challenged book home with you!

SAT Practice Test
October 1 at 10:30 am
Adult proctored with personalized results.  Bring #2 pencils 
and a graphing calculator. Registration required.

Teen Read Week 
October 11th- 15th 
Design and submit a new cover for your favorite book for a 
chance to win a prize!  Also, stop in to make bookmarks and 
do a scavenger hunt.

Book Mock Elections 
November 1st-8th
Vote for your favorite books, authors, characters, 
and movie adaptations! Three teen voters chosen 
randomly to win prizes.

Post-It Note Art Show 
November 14th-30th
Decorate a Post-It Note to be displayed  
in the teen room for a small prize. 
 

   PLEASE NOTE:  All of our teen programs are created with teens in 
  mind and are for young people grades 6-12 ONLY.  Parents, please 
  make alternate plans for siblings.  Due to limited space and 
  resources, some programs require registration.  Sign up early to 
  guarantee a spot. 

Teen Programs ~ Fall 2016

Teen Services

www.MiOPL.org
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Weekly Programs, registration required
Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or  
by phone at (248) 628-3034.
Registration for Session 1 begins August 22 
and for Session 2 begins October 3.

Bitty Bops 
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap) 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: September 12 through October 3 
Session 2: October 17 through November 28  
(No class November 21)
Babies like stories and music too!  This program 
includes songs, nursery rhymes, fingerplays and short stories with 
your baby.  We want this to be a special time for you and your baby, 
so please make other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time 
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: September 13 through October 11
Session 2: October 18 through November 29  
(No class November 22)
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with  
your toddler. We want to make this a special time 
for you and your toddler so please make other 
arrangements for siblings. 

Preschool Storytime 
(ages 3 – 5 years) 
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: September 15 through October 13
Session 2: October 20 through December 1 
(No class November 24)
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays 
& rhymes.  Children should be able to listen 
independently for this class. This is a great introduction for children 
to being in a group and following directions. 

After-School Adventures  
(grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m. 
Session 1: September 14 through October 12
Session 2: October 19 through November 30 
(No class November 23)
Listen to stories and be creative with 
arts and crafts and other activities.
 
Lego® Club (grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.  
Session 1: September 15 through October 13 
Session 2: October 20 through December 1 
(No class November 24) 
Build amazing creations every week! Each 
week you will have a different task to build 
something fun.
 

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
  Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. 
  Session 1: September 14 through October 12
  Session 2: October 19 through November 30 
  (No class November 23)
  Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more  
  in this storytime for all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3) 
  Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 
  Session 1: September 15 through October 13
  Session 2: October 20 through December 1 
  (No class November 24)
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to stories, songs, rhymes  
  and more!

Fall into Books! 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!
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September is Library Card Sign-Up Month
Bring a parent and sign up for your own library card!  Show 
your new card to the staff at the Youth Desk and we will give  
you a special library card holder.

  Ha Ha Halloween Show 
  (All ages)
  Wednesday, October 19
  6:30 p.m. 
  (Drop-in, no registration required)
  Don’t miss Richard Paul’s fast-paced ventriloquist/puppet  
  show that is sure to leave you screaming – with laughter!
  This non-scary, ghoulishly funny show includes life-size  
  puppets, magic, music, awesome special effects and hilarious 
  audience participation.

Trick or Treat: Candy and Crafts 
(All ages)
Saturday, October 29
between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
(Drop-in, no registration required)
Drop by the Library and trick-or-treat around all the departments to  
show off your costumes!  While you are here, stop by the Youth 
Department to make and take a Halloween craft project. 
 

Gingerbread Houses 
(All ages with an adult helper)
Saturday, December 10
Session 1: 10:30 a.m.
Session 2: 12:00 Noon
Session 3:  1:30 p.m.
(Registration is required  
and begins November 28)
Get into the holiday spirit and bring a grown-up to help you build a 
gingerbread house with graham crackers, frosting and candies!

S.T.E.A.M.
Our S.T.E.A.M. Station is back for the school year 
with different hands-on Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art or Math activities each month.

S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons (All Ages)
Saturday, September 10 – Owls
Saturday, October 8 – Pumpkins
Saturday, November 5 – Pie
(Drop-in, no registration required)
Come do a craft project that ties in with our 
S.T.E.A.M. theme of the month.

  Special Workshop:
  Conflict Management in Special Education
  (presented by Oakland Mediation Center)
  Saturday, November 12, 1:00 – 4:30 p.m.
  (Registration is required) 
  When planning for children with special needs, 
  it is crucial that IEP (Individualized Education 
  Program) team meetings go well. This free 
  workshop is designed for any parents and/or 
  school staff working with the IEP process to help manage 
  conflict before, during and after IEP meetings. This will be a highly 
  interactive workshop that strives to make the IEP process as smooth 
  and conflict-free as possible.

Special Programs 
(Registration required when noted)
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Saturday, September 3, 2016 
Monday, September 5, 2016
Monday, October 10, 2016
Thursday, November 24 - Friday, November 25, 2016

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 21, 2016
Wednesday, October 19, 2016
Wednesday, November 16, 2016

From the Friends…
The Friends of OPL raise funds to help support library programs, activities and special 
projects. Thanks to community support of recent fund raisers, the Friends were able to 
donate $650.00 to the Library for programing and some other initiatives.

The fall book sale will be held from October 5th through the 8th.  The Friends will also 
have a booth at the Scarecrow Festival on October 1st.

Thanks to everyone who have donated books to the Library.  After Library staff removes any 
books the Library can use, the Friends sort through them weekly and organize them for the next sale. 

Haven’t joined yet?  The OPL Friends welcome new members.  If you have time to volunteer, great, if not  
they welcome your financial support.  Ask someone at the information desk for an application or go online 
http://www.miopl.org/index.php/about/friends-of-the-library.

Friends Board 
President

Ms. Chris McNally

Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Secretary

Ms. Lyn Klages

Trustee

Ms. Pam Brooks

Trustee

Mr. Dennis Erard

Ex Officio

Mr. Bryan Cloutier 


