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MILLAGE PROPOSAL  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
 

 

 

What is a Headlee Override?  

The Headlee Amendment was adopted to protect homeowners from having their taxes escalate faster 
than inflation due to the historical pattern of rapidly inflating home values. Since 2007, the tax base has 
declined significantly more than the inflation rate.  However, tax computations were not subsequently 
increased to bring the tax yield back to what would be considered an inflationary growth. As a result, 
despite growing public demand for library services, we have been losing ground to inflation. To correct 
this, state law requires a public vote to override the automatic tax rate reductions. The Library is asking 
voters to approve a .4518 mill tax to restore the tax rate previously authorized. 

The last time the library received a tax increase was in 1995, nearly 20 years ago, when Oxford had 
less than 12,000 residents.  Today Oxford has over 25,000 residents, and as you would expect, our 
circulation is up as is demand for our programs.   

 

Why is this millage for 10-years?  

When the Library’s request for an increase was not approved in 2012, many residents expressed a 
concern about approving a perpetual millage (forever).  Hearing those concerns, this funding request 
will expire in 10-years.   

 

How much will this proposal cost me?  

This millage request will cost most households an average of $30 per year on their tax bill depending on 
the taxable value of their home. This figure is based on a median home value of $150,000 / with taxable 
value of $75,000.      

 

What has the Library already done to save taxpayers’ dollars?  

Staffing levels have been reduced by nearly 36% (12 staff); retirement compensation packages were 
reduced by 50% (this is a difference of over $30,000 annually); salaries were frozen unilaterally over the 
last 7 years (reducing this line item by nearly $104,000) this includes gross wages, and fringe benefits; 
healthcare costs were reduced by 21% ($12,200); energy consumption by 14% ($8,000); and the 
materials/book budget by 36% ($46,599).  By means of implementing business philosophies recognized 
and proven to be successful in the private sector, traditional governmental operations is a thing of the 
past at OPL.   

 



Why does the Library need an increase in funding?    

The decline in property assessed value and the related tax revenues have resulted in a 21% loss in 
revenue, nearly $400,000.  Staff, programming, materials, and building maintenance budgets have been 
reduced correspondingly.   

Since 2009 library visits has increased by 11% (an increase of nearly 30,000).  The Library provides 
services to nearly 300,000 visitors annually.  Library circulation has increased 5%; nearly 240,000 items 
are borrowed annually.  This tax does not replace all of the lost revenue, but will keep the library from 
being forced to make cuts in programs and services at a time of growing demand.    

 

Does the DDA capture my tax dollars?    

Some folks have questions about the Downtown Development Authority’s (DDA) tax capture on the 
ballot language. Here is the short answer to this concern. Only property within the DDA District (and 
this is minimal) is subjected to this capture. So if you do not live in the DDA District (and odds are you 
do not) 100% of your taxes funds for the Library goes to support the Library.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

OXFORD CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
 

LIBRARY MILLAGE PROPOSAL 
 

Shall the tax limitation imposed on all taxable real and tangible personal property within the Charter 
Township of Oxford, Oakland County, Michigan, be increased for said Township in an amount not to 
exceed .4518 mill ($.4518 on each $1,000 of taxable value) for ten (10) years, 2014 to 2023 inclusive, to 
provide funds for supporting, maintaining, operating, and constructing the Oxford Township Public 
Library and for all other library purposes authorized by law; and shall the Township levy such new 
additional millage for said purposes? The estimate of the revenue the Township will collect if the millage 
is approved and levied in the 2014 calendar year is approximately $311,000.   A portion of the revenue 
collected from properties within the Village of Oxford Downtown Development Authority (“DDA”) 
district will be required to be distributed to the DDA. 

  

  Yes ☐ 

  No ☐ 

 

 

Still have additional questions?    

Please contact Library Director, Bryan Cloutier, at 248 628.3034 

 

Don’t forget to VOTE November 4, 2014 

Transforming Tomorrow, Preserving our Past & Enriching Lives Today!   


